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MY LORD, 

IN transmitting to your Lordship our Fourteenth Report on the Prisons of 
Ireland, we are enabled to state that the progress of improvement within the year 
is on the whole satisfactory. We anticipate much general advantage from the 
introduction of a good system in Dublin, which the measures recently adopted will 
enable the Grand Jury to accomplish, and we trust that an effective system of 
Prison Discipline will speedily become as universal as it is now gratifying in a 
great proportion of the County Gaols. 

We have the honour to be 
Your Lordship’s 
Most obedient humble Servants, 

James Palmer , \ T , . r > i 

B.B. Woodward, / Inspectors General. 

The "Viscount Morpeth, 

&c. &c &c. 
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FOURTEENTH REPORT 

OF THE 

INSPECTORS GENERAL OF THE PRISONS IN IRELAND. 



GENERAL STATEMENT 
ON THE PROGRESS OF PRISON DISCIPLINE: 
7 Geo. IV., c. 74, s. 55. 



COUNTY GAOLS. 

I N our last Report we observed, tliat although the progress of the preceding year 
had been considerable, and on the whole satisfactory, which we are enabled to 
acknowledge more fully respecting that of the year 1835, yet that it was only 
in a certain proportion of the counties that Prison Discipline had attained or even 
aimed at its highest objects, by which alone it can produce results beneficial to 
the public, and by which imprisonment can answer the intentions of the Legislature, 
and act as an effective and salutary system of Secondary Punishment. 

This observation is still applicable to the state of our County Gaols, and as we are 
unwilling to repeat here at length wliat we suggested in our Report of 1835, we 
would anxiously call to the subject the attention of the Grand Juries and Board of 
Superintendence in those counties which arc the least advanced, by referring them 
to the Thirteenth Report (page 5 to 8 ), in which we have particularly dwelt on the 
importance of extending the introduction of profitable and useful trades, by which 
the prisoners may not only be well employed, but thereby instructed and qualified 
by the skill acquired to earn future livelihood. We have held out as an encourage- 
ment to improvement, that in no instance in which zeal and ability were united in 
tlie officers of the Prison, and due provision made by the Board of Superintendence 
according to the peremptory enactments of tlie Legislature, lias the attempt failed ; 
and further, that in proportion to the advance of work and discipline that has been 
accomplished have our Prisons proved economical, while our worst Gaols are the 
most expensive to their respective counties. 

This fact has been laid before tlie public in our Thirteenth Report in detail 
(page 8 ), and proved by the accounts furnished and exhibited in our Appendix. 

Within the last few years an Act of Parliament lias been passed for tlie better 
government of Prisons in England, in pursuance of tlie Reports of the House of 
Lords, and tlie Committee of the House of Commons on Secondary Punishment ; 
and that of Mr. Crawford upon the American Penitentiaries. Inspectors General 
of Prisons have been appointed throughout tlie empire ; the following being the 
fundamental principles upon which the provisions of the new law are founded, 
viz. : — - 

1st. Constant employment for all classes. 

2d. A separate night cell for each prisoner. 

3d. A general rule of silence. 

4th. Male and Female schools. 

As we consider the Report upon tlie American Penitentiaries, with the applica- 
tion of its principles to tlie system of Prison discipline in England as proposed by 
Mr. Crawford (and sanctioned by Parliament), to be of great importance to this 
country, we have made and inserted in a separate Chapter a short abstract thereof. 
In the inspection of the Prisons qf Ireland, we are at a loss to account for tlie 
ii 8 . a 3 extraordinary 
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extraordinary inequality -which appears in the progress of Prison discipline in 
different extensive districts. The exposure of the fact to Grand Juries we should 
hope would turn their serious attention to the subject in those districts in which 
progress has been most backward, and lead to active measures for the improvement 
of their Prisons, on principles wholly different from those on which they have 
heretofore acted. We are called upon to submit it to them, as it can only be 
learned and communicated to local authorities by us, who have an opportunity of 
comparing the state of the Prisons in all parts of Ireland. This case now stands 
thus ; we have but Seven County or City Gaols in which we appear to be at a stand, 
having wholly failed to introduce employment and instruction for the prisoners, or 
any part of that system of reformatory discipline which the law prescribes, and for 
which the Prison Act calls upon Boards of Superintendence to provide the means. 
The state of the remaining Thirty Gaols of that class is far from being equally 
advanced. 

In some few the buildings yet remain insufficient, but we hope for a correction 
of this defect ; while in the views of Boards of Superintendence, and the efforts 
which are made to struggle with difficulties, we see the elements of a good 
system, of which we hope to reap the advantage as soon as that difficulty shall be 
removed. 

Among the remainder, although in some improvement is in a much lower stage 
of progress than in others, it is yet going forward, and the value of a good system 
is fairly appreciated. All these we consider as hopeful cases ; but in' the instance 
of the Seven Gaols alluded to, we see no prospect of an attempt to emerge from old 
habits. The officers are in some cases ignorant of the principles of Prison discipline, 
if not prejudiced against them. Reports from us are made without appearing to 
attract any notice ; and there is nothing to encourage hope but the conviction that 
when the principles of Prison discipline, as a means of secondary punishment, shall 
be more generally understood and its value more justly estimated, the same public 
spirit will be found in every district. In order to show the comparative advance 
of Prisons, we submit an abstract of their .state on the Shv Circuits of the Judges , 
showing the total of Prisons, with the proportion of the Seven most defective Gaols 
which are to be found on each. 



Home Circuit - - 


- 7 Gaols. 




North-east - - - 


- 7 do. 


1 Defective. 


North-west - - - 


- e do. 




Connaught - - - 


- 6 do. 


1 do. 


Munster - - - - 


- 6 do. 




Leinster - - - - 


- 7 do. - 


5 do. 



7 



The only instauce in the district of the Leinster Circuit in which an y successful attempt 
has been made to introduce trades or to adopt an improved system, lias been that of the 
House of Correction, attached to the County Gaol at Clonmel ; but we trust that 
this example may be followed, and that a more general effort will be made’ to give 
effect to the law. We have strongly recommended to the Grand Jury of the 
County of Kilkenny to add to their County Gaol a House of Correction similar 
to that now. in active operation in Clonmel. In their present Prison there is not 
only a deficiency (by one-half) of separate cells for the prisoners, but the construc- 
tion and plan of the Gaol as much precludes improvement as does the actual want 
of cells. In making these observations it is our imperative duty to state that we 
attribute much of the deficiency in the Prisons of the districts alluded to, as well 
as those in other districts, to the employment of a class of persons as Governors, 
whose talents and education are below the level which would qualify them for so 
important an office. Such a Governor will always keep back the progress of a 
County Gaol, and throw endless difficulties in the way of the Board in their 
endeavour to introduce work or other improvement, while an active and efficient 
officer will, on the contrary, not only encourage improvement and suggest the 
means, but by his activity and intelligence ensure their success. The principal 
evil in defective Gaols is the want of employment, attributed often to local difficulties, 
but really owing to want of exertion; in proof of' which we submit the fact that 
the few instances of County Gaols without any schools are to be found in those 
counties in which other employment is not introduced, and in which school instruc- 
tion 
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tionis doubly needed, to fill up the vacant time of the prisoners, and to prevent 
total idleness, with its train of ruinous consequences. 

ABSTRACT OF MR. CRAWFORD’S REPORT, 

And Observations thereon. 

In order to give in as compressed a shape as possible a general idea of the present 
state of the subject of Prison discipline, we insert the following abstract from an in- 
teresting account of the American Penitentiaries, submitted by Mr. Crawford to the 
Secretary of State for the Home Department. The information which the Report 
of that gentleman contains, as well as the suggestions offered by him for the im- 
provement of the Gaols of Great Britain, are so much calculated to throw valuable 
light upon the subject, as well as to excite an increased interest in the cause of 
Prison discipline, that we are induced to add to this abstract some observations 
suggested thereby. 

The Report of Mr. Crawford embraces three objects: — 

First. A Report upon the Discipline of State Prisons or Penitentiaries in the 
United States of America, made with a view “to ascertain the practicability and 
expediency of applying the respective systems on which they are governed, or any 
part thereof, to the Prisons of Great Britain.” 

Second. Suggestions recommended for improving the system of Prison Discipline 
in England. 

Third. State and defects of the various descriptions of Prisons in England. 

With respect to the first division of the subject, the result of Mr. Crawford’s 
inquiries seems to be that there are two systems pursued in the North American 
Penitentiaries. 

First. In Pensylvania, a system of solitary imprisonment applied to sentences, 
whether for long or short periods, and including total solitude by night and day, 
whether the prisoners are employed or not; the sentence accompanied by labour 
when the confinement is for a long period, but without employment when for a 
short one. Solitude is accompanied by no severity ; corporal punishment excluded; 
mild treatment shown to the prisoners, who are, nevertheless, during their whole 
period of confinement, whether for years or even for life (with the exception of 
the necessary visits of the Chaplains and Officers), wholly cut off from all inter- 
course with their fellow-creatures. 

This system, now in full operation in the Prisons of Philadelphia, was originally 
introduced in the Walnut-street Penitentiary, in which the experiment seemed 
to fail ; but this failure is considered by Mr. Crawford as attributable to defects 
in the accommodation and in the manner in which it was carried into effect. The 
same principle, as now in operation in Philadelphia, is viewed by him as the most 
effective which can be acted upon, and as containing the best principles of Prison 
discipline. Much advantage lie conceives to arise from the secrecy of the system: 
the execution of the sentence being a secret, the prisoner on his discharge is 
saved from the dangers and temptations arising from a return to society with loss 
of character. 

Second. In New York, in the State Prisons of Auburn and Sing Sing, &e. &c. 
the principles of the system are solitary confinement by night, associated labour by 
day, association at meals, but with a total rule of silence, and even of downcast 
looks, so as to cut off' all communication, even by the eye, when the prisoners are 
in the same room. This system is supported by constant recourse to flogging with 
a whip (a “ cat” or “ cow-hide.”) In the event of a prisoner looking off his work 
or speaking, the correction is certain and immediate ; the quantum of lashes being 
wholly dependent on the will of the Overseer, from whom there is no appeal. 

The contrast in the effects produced by these two systems is thus described by 
Mr. Crawford : “The former system of discipline is of a moral, the latter of a 
physical nature. The whip inflicts immediate pain, solitude permanent terror. 
The former degrades, while it humiliates ; the latter subdues, but does not debase. 
At Auburn the convict is treated with harshness, in Philadelphia with civility ; 
the one contributes to harden, the other to soften the affections. Auburn stimu- 
lates vindictive feelings, Philadelphia induces habitual submission. The Auburn 
prisoner, when liberated, conscious that lie is known to past associates, and 
that the public eye has gazed upon him, sees an accuser in every mail he meets ; 
the Philadelphia convict quits his cell secure from recognition, and exempt from 

reproach.” 

118. A4' The 
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The principles of discipline adopted in Auburn and Sing Sing are improved 
upon in the Penitentiary at Wethersfield, in Connecticut, which Prison has been 
selected (for the reasons hereinafter stated) by Mr. Crawford, as the model from 
which the proposed suggestions for the government of the English Gaols are 
taken. 

This prison is conducted on the principle of association with labour by day and 
separations^ night, all intercourse bywords or looks between the convicts being strictly 
prohibited. Although corporal punishment is not interdicted by law, it is entirely 
dispensed with ; other modes of correction are adopted, wli ich have in no instance failed to 
subdue the most refractory. The prisoners take their meals in solitude in their cells. 

“ Owing to the entire disuse of corporal punishment (Mr. Crawford observes) the 
discipline in this Prison is not so accurately maintained as in those of Auburn and 
Sing Sing, and communication between the convicts, although uniformly punished, 
when detected, takes place to a greater extent. On the other hand, these evils 
are compensated by arrangements of a highly valuable character, which renders 
tlie Penitentiary more deserving of attention than pgrlmps any other (conducted on 
the principle of association) in the United States. It is impossible to doubt that 
much good has been effected at this Penitentiary in the way of reformation. The 
male prisoners are employed as carpenters, coopers, shoemakers, tailors, smiths, 
nailers and cliairmakers. 

The great expense which would attend the carrying into effect in England the 
system of the Penitentiaries in Pensylvania, renders it, in the opinion of Mr. 
Crawford, unavoidable to abandon it, and to adopt the principle of association in 
its most favourable form, as it is carried on in the Prison at Wethersfield, embrac- 
ing tlie following principles : religious and literary instruction ; solitary cells by 
night ; constant labour by day ; introduction of trades ; a strict rule of silence at 
work ; and, if the prisoners are associated at meals, during those meals also. 

To give effect to these principles, and to introduce uniformity of system in Great 
Britain, an Act has been passed in the last Session of Parliament, under which 
Inspectors General have been appointed to report to the Government upon the state 
of the Gaols. 

These proceedings have completely established the principle, that imprisonment 
duly administered may become ' a most salutary means of secondary \ punishment ; 
but to accomplish that object the Gaols of the empire must be rendered adequate 
for the introduction of a sound system of moral government, so that in every 
county criminals sentenced to imprisonment shall be received into an establishment 
conducted on Penitentiary principles, the interior regulations of which shall con- 
tain the elements of punishment and reformation, and shall in every respect fulfil 
the intentions of the Legislature. In this country, the law, as it now stands, if 
acted upon, not partially , but in all its provisions (as we have urged in our Thir- 
teenth Report), embraces the principal features of the system pursued in Wethers- 
field: instruction in letters and trades ; general employment; solitary sleeping cells. 
The rule of silence is completely established in some Gaols, in several others it is 
in progress; a great deal however remains to be done in order to extend these 
advantages over all the County Gaols. We shall not enter further into particulars, 
which would but lead to repetition, but we trust that the considerations here sug- 
gested, together with the prospect before us, of active measures in the other parts 
of the empire, will lead to the completion of the deficiencies in these great objects 
which still remain incomplete in Ireland, and will secure to tlio subject the serious 
and general attention of the Grand Juries at the next Assizes in those counties 
which have not as yet provided for the objects above enumerated. 

BRIDEWELLS. 

We have in our last Report (Thirteenth Report, pages 8, 0,) so fully discussed 
the subject of the management of Prisons of this class, that wo. refer the Boards 
of Superintendence to that Report, and strongly recommend to them the consi- 
deration of those “ Rides for County Rvidewells ” which we have detailed therein, 
and which if carried into effect cannot fail to produce a result most satisfactory to 
the county. 

We do not propose to the County Boards to extend their duties beyond what, is 
committed to their charge by the Prison Act, their powers and responsibility 
extending- to every Prison within their respective counties ; and we trust that those 
Boards who have not as yet taken into their own hands the whole management of 
the Bridewells may be encouraged so to do by our assurance, that in no other way 

can 
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“ ™<; h Pr ‘f ns , b ? into good order. We have experienced the success 

wlueli lias attended this course m all cases in which it has been pursued, and the 
failure of all other endeavour's to regulate the Prisons of this class. 

The two principal points to establish are, 

1 . The training of the Keepers, and changing them from the Bridewells 

to the County Gaol in all cases of neglect of their detached charge. 

2. The issue of all bedding and necessaries from the County Gaol, and 

the periodical personal attendance of the Keepers at the meeting of 
the Board ill the County Gaol. 

We cannot, however, fully explain ourselves but by repeating what we have sub- 
mitted in the Report to which we have referred. 



LUNATIC ASYLUMS. 



State District Asylums in Ireland, on 1st January 183G. 



ASYLUSIS. 


COUNTIES. 


■ s 


1 




MANIA. 


,4 




= 






1 


w 


Curable. 


III- ! 
Curable. 


5 




<52 


REMARKS. 


Armagh 


Armagh - 
Cavan - 

Monaghan ... 
Fermanagh - 


47 

21 

38 

13 


I" 


> 


30 


73 


119 


8G 


oG 








U9 


















Limerick - 


Limerick, City & County 
1 Clare - 

Kerry- ... 


125 

74 

49 


}- 


14 


08 


125 


248 


90 


48 








248 


















Belfast 


Down- - 

Antrim ... 


75 

8G 


I' - 


8 


48 


90 


161 


G8 


47 








1G1 


















Londonderry 


Londonderry 
Donegal - 
Tyrone ... 


5<5 

58 

44 


} 25 


9 


35 


89 


158 


79 


5° 








158 


















Dublin 


County and City - 
Meath - 

Louth - 

Wicklow - 


. 2lC 
29 
13 
19 


1" 


5 


107 


146 


277 


- 


86 








227 


















Maryborough 


Queen’s - 
King’s 
Westmeath - 
Longford - 


33 

32 

28 

16 


}J 


1 


68 


33 


109 


57 


28 








109 


















Carlow 


Carlow ... 

Kilkenny, County & City 
Wexford - 
Kildare 


35 

25 

36 

26 


1- 


- ■ 


33 


89 j 


122 


48 


- 








122 


















1 18. 








B 








- 


i 

( continued 
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ASYLUMS. 


COUNTIES. 


Number 

from. 


Idiots. 


w 1 


MAN 

Curable. 


IA. 

In- 

curable. 


TOTAL. 




Cured in 

1835- 


REMARKS. 


Ballynasloe 

Waterford - 
CloQiiiel 


Galway, County & Town 
Mayo - - - 

Sligo - 
Roscommon 
Leitrim - 

County - 

City ... - 

Tipperary - 
Totals 


49 

43 

3 

4 o 

13 

148 


1" 


18 


31 


85 


148 


90 


49 

| 




29 

1 17 
I 4<> 


I 9 




- - 


37 


4° . 


54 


7 


1 


7 


- - 


20 


34 


6l 


87 


2 U 




1,449 


122 


56 


470 


801 


| '.449 


780 


418 





RETURN of Persons Insane and Confined, not in District Asylums, 
1st January 1836. 



COUNTY. 


SITE 

of 


NATURE 






MANIA. 










Epileptic. 








REMARKS. 




ASYLUM. 


ASYLUM. 




Curable. 


urable. 






City of Dublin- 


House of Industry 


Public Asylum 


123 


105 










St. Patrick’s hospital 


ditto 




_ 


17 

1 










Bloomfield - 


Society of Friends - 


6 


2 


IO 








Hampstead - 


Private 


. 


2 






20 






Finglass 


ditto 


1 


1 


32 


56 


9° 


f 3 Establish- 


Armagh 


Retreat 


ditto 


1 




5 


11 


17 






Carlow 


County Gaol 


1 


- 




. 


1 




Cavan 


Cavan - - - 


ditto 


- 


1 










Clare - 


Ennis ... 


Infirmary 


. 






. 






Cork 


House of Industry / 
Suburb 


- - County and City^ 
Asylum - -j 

Private 


115 


29 

2 


98 

23 


125 

19 


367 

44 


f 2 Establish- 
ments. 


Down 


Downpatrick 


ditto 


- 


. 


5 


. 


5 




Donegal 


Lifford --- 


County Asylum - 


12 


2 




. 


14 




Dublin 


Kilmainham - 


County Gaol 


1 


- 


2 


1 






Kerry 


Tralee - 


ditto 


1 












Kilkenny - 


Kilkenny 


County Asylum - 


10 


3 




6 


28 




Leitrim 


C. on Shannon 


County Gaol 


. 




2 




2 




Limerick City - 


House of Industry 


City Asylum 


34 


20 


. 


25 


69 

1 




Longford - 


Longford 


County Gaol 




. 


1 




Meath 


Trim - 


ditto 




_ 










Monaghan - 


Monaghan - 


ditto 




. 




1 


1 




Sligo - 


Sligo ... 


ditto 


8 




19 


8 






Tipperary - 


Clonmel 


House of Industry 


9 


G 




15 




Tyrone 


Omagh 


County Gaol 




2 






11 




Waterford - 


House of Industry 


City Asylum 


27 


11 






38 




Westmeath - 


Mullingar - 


County Gaol 


1 


1 


- - 


2 




Wexford 


House of Industry 


County Asylum - 


6 


6 


5 


15 


32 




Wicklow 


Wicklow 


County Gaol 


- ' 


1 


‘ 


- - 


1 










359 


202 


234 


632 


1,427 






In District Asylums - 


122 


56 


470 


801 


1,449 






Total in Ireland 


481 


258 


704 


D433 


2,876 
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The labours of the Commissioners of General Control and Management, as 
originally appointed, have closed their labours with the building of the last District 
Asylums at Waterford and Clonmel, which complete the provision for the curable 
cases of Lunacy throughout the whole of Ireland. The duties which remain to be 
performed have been transferred to the Commissioners of Public Works. 

The District Asylums taken collectively may be considered as having completely 
answered the end for which they were instituted, and as being conducted on the 
best principles under their respective Boards of Local Commissioners. The mana- 
gers are, generally speaking, highly qualified for the arduous duties of their office. 
With regard to the particular state of each Asylum we refer to the Special Reports 
in our Appendix. 

We are gratified to think that there are no longer any patients confined in small 
temporary Asylums, the evils of which we have so often pointed out, with the 
exception of those cases which are not admissible into District Asylums; and active 
measures are now in progress to make provision for idiots and incurables attached 
to the District Asylums, and under the care and responsibility of their Boards and 
Officers. 

We see by the foregoing Tables that the number confined in District Asylums 
bn 1st January 1836, exceeds the number reported last year by nearly 100 
patients. 

Of those confined and not in District Asylums the following is an Abstract; viz. 



Total number as appears by the Table - 1,427 

Deduct, 

House of Industry, Dublin ----- 464 

Ditto - - - Cork 367 

St. Patrick’s Hospital 130 

Private for payment - - - - - -195 

1,156 



Remain - - - 271 



This remaining number are scattered through the Gaols and small institutions 
for incurable cases, for whom better provision is wanted. As, however, the Tables 
only include the patients actually under care, it is obvious that there must remain 
a great number of cases through the several counties wholly unprovided for : of 
the amount of which class we have no means of forming an opinion. 



PRISONS OF DUBLIN CITY. 



It is with sincere satisfaction we announce that the Prisons of this city which 
have so long been the subject of regret and anxiety to us, and a discredit to the 
Gaol department of Ireland, are about to be placed on such a footing as we trust 
will render them (as the Gaols of the Metropolis ought to be) a model for provin- 
cial Prisons. The arrangements now in progress are as follows : — 

The Government having liberally bestowed upon the city the extensive building 
situate in Grange Gorman-lane, originally designed, and for many years occupied as 
a National Penitentiary, and the Smithfield Penitentiary being surrendered by the 
city to Government, it is intended that a new classification of the prisoners con- 
fined in all the city Gaols shall take place under the provisions of the Act of 
Geo. 4. c. 74. s. 114, and that the following arrangements shall be made with respect 
to the several classes. 



Richmond Bridewell to receive all convicted males sentenced to hard labour or 
imprisonment. 

Grange Gorman Penitmliary to contain all convicted females sentenced to 
hard labour or imprisonment. Also all male juvenile offenders now confined in 
Smithfield Penitentiary. 

Newgate to contain all male and female prisoners of the following classes 

1st. Prisoners for trial. 

2d. Prisoners under sentence of death. 

3d. Prisoners under rule of transportation prior to removal to a depot 
or hulk. _ 

11 8 , B 2 The 
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The Hulk Essex, at Kingstown, is ready for the quick removal of male prisoners 
until tile time of their embarkation, and we conceive that the most advantageous object 
to which the SmithfiM Penitentiary can be applied will be for a depot for the reception 
of northern females for transportation, for whom no provision has been made pur- 
suant to the Act 7 Geo. 4. c. 74. s. 117. For the purposes thus contemplated, the 
buildings at present available contain sufficient accommodation, with the exception 
of the Richmond Bridewell. To remedy which deficiency, the Grand Jury of the 
city have presented a sum sufficient to add an extensive wing, for which a plan lias 
been approved, to be built on the radiating principle, and to contain such accom- 
modation as will afford a separate cell for every individual. Ill the construction of 
the cells, and proposed mode of warming the corridors, provision has been made for 
the salutary system of solitary confinement in those cases in which that discipline 
may be found expedient. 

As soon as these arrangements shall be completed, the Prisons of Dublin will 
enable the Grand Jury to establish Bye-lams , according to the provisions of the 
Act, and to extend to all prisoners subject thereto the salutary influences of a day 
of labour followed by a night of solitude, as well as to establish the rule of silence, 
about to be introduced in the British Gaols, and which has completely succeeded in 
some of the county Gaols in this country. We are happy to add, that all the im- 
portant changes about to be effected in Dublin, with due provision for that personal 
superintendence which the system will require, can be effected without any appoint- 
ment of additional officers or increase of salaries beyond those reported to us prior 
to the last presenting term, and we are most sanguine in our expectations of the 
extensive good that will result from the establishments in Dublin throughout all 
parts of Ireland. , 
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APPENDIX. 



FORM OF REPORT MADE TO GRAND JURIES. 
COUNTY OF GAOL. 

REPORT of the Inspector General, made on his Inspection of the Gaol 
prior to 1st February 18 



1th Geo. IV. Chap. 74, Sect. 55. 



ENACTMENTS OF 7th GEO. IV. CHAP. 74. 



HOW CARRIED INTO EFFECT. 



Form of 
Report. 



Sect. 

2. — GRAND Jury to appoint a Board of Superintendence, 
of not less than eight and not more than twelve persons, 
one half of whom to be Justices of the Peace, three of 
whom (one being a Justice of the Peace) to form a quorum. 
Grand Jury empowered to present to the Board of Superin- . 
tendence the monies to be raised under this Act, and to 
advance any reasonable sums to defray the expenses of the 
gaol. 

3. — Powers of Board of Superintendence to visit all gaols, 
to examine into their state, and into the conduct of the 
officers. 

4. — The Board to make bye-laws for the gaol, to be carried 
into effect by the local inspector, and to be binding upon all 
magistrates and upon sheriffs. 

5. — Limits and defines the powers of Justices of the Peace, 
not being members of the Board of Superintendence • abuses 
to be reported by them to the Board. 

O'. — Accommodation of a county gaol. Males and females 
to be completely separated. 

Class 1. — Debtors and contempts on civil process. 

2. — Felons convicted. 

3. — Misdemeanants ditto. 

4. — Felons untried. 

5. — Misdemeanants ditto, and want of sureties. 

6. — King’s Evidence. 

Separate infirmaries for two sexes. 

Baths or bathing-tubs in places best adapted for the use 
of the different classes. 

Separate common halls, yards and privies for the different 
classes, with a supply of good water. 

6. — Separate cells for prisoners, and some cells to be pro- 
vided with three beds or more. 

Two male prisoners only, never to be lodged together. 

Rooms for labour and industry. 

Cells for solitary confinement. 

One or more chapels, with separate divisions for males 
and females, and for different classes. 

57. — Gaolers to transmit yearly returns according to the 
Schedule (E.) 

59. — Inspectors General empoAvered to examine persons on 
oath respecting the discipline of gaols, and to report to the 
Lord Lieutenant, See. 

62. — Book of observations and visits of officers to be kept 
in the gaol. 

65 & 66.— Duties of local inspector, &c. 

67. — Returns to be made by Clerks of the Peace and 
Crown to the local inspector, and annual returns of that offi- 
cer to the Inspectors General. 

Il8. B 3 



68. — Grand 
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Form of 
Report. 



ENACTMENTS OF 7th GEO. IV. CHAP. 74. 



Sect. 

08. — Grand Jury to appoint a chaplain of the Established 
Church, and, if required by the Court, a Protestant dissent- 
ing minister, and a clergyman of the Roman Catholic 
Church, as chaplains to the gaol, to be approved by the 
Court of Assize, and preference to be given to parochial 
clergy. 

69. — Duty of Chaplains : 

To read prayers on Sundays. 

To visit the prison twice in every week, and to ex- 
hort every prisoner. 

To attend malefactors condemned to death. 

To inspect provisions by alternate weeks on the 
days appointed. 

To keep a journal, to be produced when required to 
the Board of Superintendence. 

70 & 71. — Regulates salaries of chaplains, which are to 
be equal in amount. 

72. — Regulates the qualifications and appointment of 
physician or surgeon. 

To visit each prison twice in every week, or oftener, if 
necessary. 

To keep a journal, &c. 

Sustenance ordered by physician to be procured under 

order of the Board of Superintendence. 

72 & 74. — Apothecaries to supply medicines and other 
articles necessary for the sick. 

No apothecary providing medicines shall be physician 
or surgeon to the gaol. 

76. — Regulates presentments for fuel, prison dresses, and 
beds, &c. 

Money presented for these purposes to be paid to con- 
tractors. 

78. — Articles of bedding and prison dresses. 

79. — Contractors to account on oath. 

80. — Contracts to be made with the Clerk of the Peace. 

81. — Penalty on grand juror or inspector being concerned 
in contracts. 

82. — Poor prisoners not to receive any provisions in addi- 
tion to the allowance of the gaol. 

83. — Debtors confined for a sum under 10 1. to receive an 
allowance from their creditors of 2s. (id. per week, by order 
of the Court. 

84. — Inspectors General to prepare dietary tables, to be 
approved by the Court of King’s Bench, to be hung up in a 
conspicuous part of the common hall. 

85. — Form of dietary account, Schedule (A.) 

87. — Inspectors General to supply deficient bedding, 
dresses, &c. for the fixed establishment of each gaol, ac- 
cording to the forms in Schedule (B.) and (C.) 

Collectors of excise to advance the cost of purchasing 
the same. 

88. — Grand Juries to appoint matrons. 

Matrons to receive a salary approved by the Court of 
Assize. 

89. — Authorizes the appropriation of part of the gaol as a 
house of correction. 

Exempt from the responsibility of the Sheriff. 

A governor to be appointed by the Grand Jury. 

96. — Persons committed by local jurisdictions to be con- 
fined in county gaol. 

99. — Regulates tire payment of expense of male prisoners 
by the local jurisdiction. 

100. — Persons committed within a county of a city or 
town, to be confined in the county gaol by order of the Lord 
Lieutenant. 



HOW CARRIED INTO EFFECT. 



101.— Pooi- 
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ENACTMENTS OF 7 th GEO. IV. CHAP. 74 . 


HOW CARRIED INTO EFFECT. 


Sect. 

104. — Poor prisoners to be kept to such work as shall be 
appointed by the Grand Jury or Board of Superintendence. . 

105. — Prisoners before trial, not being poor prisoners, may 
be employed, with their own consent, and to receive such 
allowance as the Board of Superintendence may appoint. 

Such employment not to interfere with classification. 





106 . — Regulates the providing teachers, books, materials, 
tools, &c. 



107. — Poor prisoners to receive one-third of their profit, if 
any arise. This clause does not extend to persons sentenced 
to hard labour. 

108 . — Keeper’s return of hard labour, according to Sche- 
dule (F.), to be made at every Assizes. 

109. — Twenty- four rules for the regulation of county 
gaols. 

Local inspector to report, on oath, on the state of the 
prison, to the Judge at every Assizes, inserting a copy of 
these rules, and his special report on the execution of each, 
(Rules 14 and 24.) 

110 . — Penalty on conveying spirituous liquors into prisons. 

111 . — Allowance made to defray the expenses to their 
places of abode, or of honest employment of discharged pri- 
soners, not having the means to pay for the same. 

112. — Court of King’s Bench empowered to make rules 
and regulations, whether temporary or permanent. 

Also by a summary order to dismiss officers guilty of 
misconduct or disobedience to the same. 

Officers so dismissed, not re-eligible to other offices. 

113. — Officers to attend and answer all inquiries of the 
Board of Superintendence. 

117. — Regulates the issue of clothing to convicts sentenced 
to transportation. 

137. — Notice of abolition of fees to be posted in every 
gaol. 



Form of 
Report. 



Here follow the General Observations , which are a copy of the Report laid before 
Parliament. 



DUBLIN DISTRICT. 



County of Dublin Gaol at Kilmainham. 

'T'HIS county prison has been for many years reported by us favourably in all points con- Dublin 
nected with the interior economy, regularity and general cleanliness of each department, Dis trict, 
but as deficient in the employment of the prisoners, in accommodation for minute classifi- 4 v 
cation, and in the number of turnkeys necessary to conduct and carry on the moral govern- 
ment of an establishment where constant inspection can alone secure obedience, restraint 
and silence. It has always been to us a desirable object that Kilmainham gaol should be 
an example to other county prisons, and we trust that the Grand Jury and Board of Supei- 
intendence who have been so liberal and attentive to the interests of this gaol in other 
respects, will take the subject of work and inspection into their serious consideration, and 
enable the officers to carry on a system of discipline which would tend to lessen crime, to 
improve the habits of the prisoners, and make confinement a punishment and restraint to the 

The local inspector, governor and deputy governor are zealous and well qualified officers, 
and capable of conducting the system I have proposed, if means and accommodation are 
provided for them, but it is quite impossible to attempt it without two additional well 
chosen turnkeys to assist in all the details of work and inspection ; there are only three 
turnkeys at present. , , , , , . . , r , , 

There is a tread-wheel to execute the sentence to hard labour ; a school is established, 
and much better attended to than formerly. The female classes are remarkably well 
managed under a careful matron. m 

1,3. b 4 Th£ y 



Printed image digitised by the University of Southampton Library Digitisation Unit 




16 APPENDIX TO FOURTEENTH REPORT OF INSPECTORS GENERAL. 



They are clothed, employed and instructed, and have the great advantage of the benevo- 
lent visits of a Ladies’ Committee. The books and accounts of the gaol are carefully kept ; 
the diet is economical ; the sick are carefully attended to by the medical officer, and the 
Board of Superintendence meet monthly to manage and , control the affairs of the whole 
prison. 

The defects of this gaol are as follows : — There are only 62 cells for an average of 100 pri- 
soners ; there is no work for males or room to employ individuals at their trades or other- 
wise, and there is no entrance to the yards to bring in stones to break. The governor has a 
plan to lay before the Board with this view. 

The turnkeys do not sleep in the gaol ; accommodation should be at once allocated for 
them, as the governor requires their aid for security. Mr. Dunn has proposed a plan for 
this arrangement to submit to the Board. 

A separate hospital is required, and some store rooms, as cells, are now used for the latter 
purpose. 

Newgate. 

The statement connected with the prisons of Dublin, made in our general report, renders 
it unnecessary for us to enter much in detail into the particular state of each prison. On 
our inspection of Newgate, we found it unchanged, but considering its various and lament- 
able defects, we think that much credit is due to the officers for their exertions to counteract 
those evils, and for the clean and healthy state in which the prison is kept ; much of this 
is effected by constantly attending to the ventilation of the apartments, so far as the means 
are afforded, and by the constant use of lime. 

The following was the state of the accommodation on the day of inspection : — 

Yard No. 1 & 2 - - 84 prisoners - - 5 day-rooms 1 ■£-, 36 cells. 

No. 3 - - 42 ditto - - - 1 ditto -1 2^ 12 — 

State yard - - - - 7 ditto - - - 1 ditto - 1 I S ^ 1 4 — 

Female yard - - - 38 ditto - - - 3 ditto -Jo* \ 14 — 

Debtors’ rooms and hospital not included. 

Richmond Penitentiary ( South Circular Road.) 

This respectable establishment continues to hold its place as one of the best conducted 
class of prisons ; the whole of the building and yard are in the same state of cleanliness and 
good order in which we have for many years reported them to be, and the prisoners, who 
are all subjected to work, are kept steadily employed. The difficulty of procuring profitable 
work from manufacturers has increased, and much reduced the number of looms, as well as 
added to the number of stone-breakers. 

The whole institution however presents a scene of active industry. The proposed new 
arrangements render it unnecessary to enter particularly into the impediments, indeed the 
total bar to reformatory discipline, which arise from want of room : no labour, no instruction 
by day can counteract the contaminating effect of three persons being placed in each cell at 
night. On this subject we refer to our General Report on the Prisons of Dublin. 

The prisoners, male and female, are uniformly clothed ; the latter are under the care of a 
matron and three assistants, and usefully employed. They are also instructed in reading. 

The following was the state of the prison on the day of inspection : — 

Males employed in trades - 
„ - horticulture - 

„ - tread-wheel - 

„ - - stone-breaking - - - - 

„ - house duties - - - - 

„ Sick - -- -- -- - 

„ Approvers ------- 

Total 



82 
24 
18 
6 
6 

136 

Males - - - 170 

Total - - - 306 

Gross earnings of the last year - -£.729 - 10 A 

Profit credited to the City - - - - - 162 11 2” 

Snitlifield 
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Females employed in plain work 
„ laundry 

„ - - - house duties - 

- (juvenile) at school 
„ Sick - - - - 



- 48 

- 14 

- 16 
— - 61 

- 27 



- - - 170 



Dublin 

District. 
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Smithfeld Penitentiary. 

We found, this prison in a state of cleanliness and good order. The juvenile class of Dublin 

male prisoners are employed and instructed with the same care as heretofore. The females Dist rict, 

are also employed. In this institution the laundry forms a very useful and important ' ' 

branch, as the females wash for this prison, and also for the whole of the prison of Newgate. 

The following was the state of the Penitentiary on the day of inspection : — 



Number of juvenile males 
„ females 


* 


- 103 

- 65 






168 


Males employed at picking wool - 

„ trades 

„ house duties - 

„ extras 


- - - 


84 

_ 2 
. 1 
6 




Total 


- 103 


Females employed at work - 
„ - - laundry 

,, - - house duties 

„ extras 

„ unemployed - 


. 


- 24 

8 

6 

- 14 

- 13 




Total 


- - - 65 


Gross earnings for the year 
Profit credited to the City 


_ 


£.72 19 8i 
57 6 4£ 



Sheriff's Prison. 

W e found this prison without alteration since our last report ; the number confined 
was 66. 

City Marshalsea. 

We found the common halls of this prison less crowded than we have usually seen them. 
No females were confined. 

This is the only prison in Ireland in which no provision is made to afford to pauper 
prisoners the subsistence and other necessary comforts to which they are legally entitled. 

The law is violated with respect to providing food, &c. out of the funds from which the 
prison is supported, and is not carried into effect by compelling the detained creditor to 
support the person confined for any sum under 10/., under the order of the court from 
which the process issues. 

This state of things, we trust, may not continue ; and we shall feel it to be our duty to 
make a personal representation of the case to the Government, in order that measures may 
be taken to prevent the law from being nugatory. There were several windows broken on 
the day of inspection, for which the" keeper states that no fund is available for repair. 
Bedding, & c. is not provided. 



Richmond Lunatic Asylum. 

This asylum continues to be conducted on the best principles, and is every day advancing 
in good order ; the most effectual report we can make upon it is by a statement of par- 
ticulars as we found them on the day of inspection. The patients are kept steadily to work 
in every case in which it is practicable. They are employed in useful trades and gardening. 
The result during the year in the weaving was to the amount of 2,000 yards of linen and 
calico; in tailoring, the making of nearly 200 articles of clothing; 136 patients were 
employed on the day of inspection out of a total of 217 cases, of which 170 are considered 
as incurable. 

Detail of employment Gardening, tailors, carpenters, weavers, female works, washing, 
house duties and kitchen. 

Lunatic Wards, House of Industry. 

In consequence of the death of the manager of this department of the house of 
industry since our last inspection, the management has passed into other hands, and we 
find the same order and system fully earned into effect, which must attach credit to the 
Governor of the whole of this well conducted and extensive institution. 

The house of industry has been a school for instruction in the management of the insane, 
no less than seven of the managers of our excellent district asylum having been removed 
from thence ; five from the management of these wards. 

11 8 . C State 
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Dublin State of the Lunatic Department, 1 February 183G : — 



District. 

* “* Insane Chronic 284 

Epileptic Lunatics --------- f>8 

Epileptic Idiots - -- -- -- -- 31 

Idiots - -- -- -- ---- - 91 

Total ----- 494 

Confined to bed or under restraint - - 8. 



Private Lunatic Asylums. 

We have inspected these establishments, and every justice seems to be done to the 
patients in their accommodation and mode of treatment. We include in this report the 
establishments at Finglass, kept by Drs. Harty, Duncan and Gregory ; that of Dr. Eustace, 
at Hampstead, and a very well regulated small asylum established at Bloomfield, near 
Donnybrook, by the Society of Friends, who vary their rate of payment or receive free 
patients according to the circumstances of the parties. 

St. Patrick's Hospital for Lunatics, 

Founded by Dr. Jonathan Swift, Dean of St. Patrick’s. 

This asylum has undergone a considerable change since our last inspection, by the 
appointment of a new superintendent. The improvement in the system is most striking, 
and it promises to be an institution of the greatest value. The patients are of four classes, 
three of which are composed of patients received on different scales of payment for their 
support, one being a free class. The numbers on the day of inspection are — 



Males. Females. Total. 

1st Class - - 4-- - 3-- - 7 

2d Ditto - - 11- - - 7-- - 18 

3d Ditto - - 3-- - 10 - --15 

4th Ditto, free - 44 - - - 46 - - - 00 



(54 66 330 



Four Courts Marshalsea. 

Nothing can be more satisfactory than the great change which has taken place in this 
important prison since the appointment of Captain Monck Mason to the office of marshal. 

Since the inspection of last year, the following useful objects have been attained : — The 
upper yard has been rendered commodious for exercise by having a flagged walk on the 
south and west sides ; it has also a good pump placed in it. The lower yard, which was 
rendered worse than useless by damp, has been drained, raised in some parts and paved, 
and is thereby rendered effective for the purpose for which it was enclosed, at a great 
expense. The entire prison has been lighted with gas, which adds much to its security, 
as the gas lamps continue lighted until daylight. 

The medical department has been new modelled ; the offices of physician and surgeon 
have been united. The medical officer attends with a compounder of medicines. A dis- 
pensary has been fitted up, and in this branch a considerable saving has been made. 
During the present year, the marshal reports, that five prisoners, who were confined at a 
cost to the public of from 122. to 15 2. a year for each, were discharged or aided in their dis- 
charge at the expense of from 1 2. to 3 2. each. 

The part of the Marshalsea which is most defective is the pauper building ; the person in 
charge of that part of the establishment is by no means as methodical or as efficient in 
carrying on a regular system and in enforcing cleanliness as he should be ; complaints are 
the consequence of his neglect : the bedding is not in good order. This officer should be 
replaced by another. 

We have more than once submitted that it might be very eligible, and might prevent 
future difficulty, that the yard opposite to the Marshalsea should be purchased. 

Some person is much wanted, whose office it would be to keep the stairs and lobbies in 
order. This object could be obtained at an expense of about 10 2. a year ; and so long as 
the cleanliness of those parts of the building as are for the common use of prisoners depends 
upon their compliance with the rule that such places are to be kept clean by the prisoners 
or their servants, they will remain in the very offensive state in which they now are. 

The number in the Marshalsea on the day of inspection was as follows : — 

Males. Females. Total. 



Occupants of rooms 


35 


_ _ 0 _ 


- - 37 


Common halls 


- 31 J 


- - 2 - 


- - 33 


Pauper prison 


- 33 - 


- - 4 - 


- - 37 


Total - - 


- 99 - 


- - 8 


- - 107 



Receiving allowances, not in pauper building, by order of Government - - 24. 
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St. Sepulchre’s Manor Prison. 

This prison is connected with the jurisdiction of his Grace the Archbishop of Dublin; ^“blin 
a new marshal has been appointed, under whom there is every reason to expect that the , ‘^ ncU 
prison will be well conducted. 

Hulk Essex. 

There were 76 convicts on board on the day of inspection; about one-half were par- 
tially employed ; a school was about to be revived, the teachers being convicts. The ship 
was in a very healthy and cleanly state, and every thing conducted in the most regular 
manner. 



NORTH DISTRICT. 



and the 
upon 



County of Antrim Gaol at Carrickfergus. 

The uncertainty which still exists respecting the ultimate plans of the Grand Jury of 
this county, necessarily retards the measures necessary to render the prison accommodation 
sufficiently extensive. That some important change is required the gentlemen of this county 
universally agree ; but whether it will be considered expedient to alter or rebuild the gaol 
at Carrickfergus, or the house of correction at Belfast, or what other measures it may be- 
come prudent to adopt, is still quite undecided, and the decision will partly depend upon 
circumstances not within the control of the Grand Jury. In this state of things, I have 
forborne to press the subject of building in the report of the year. The Grand Jury and 
Board of Superintendence are well aware of the necessity of introducing new principles of 
prison discipline ; of providing for each prisoner a separate cell; of aflbrding work-rooms, 
&c. Sec., and wc trust that the discussions which have been instituted in England on the 
subject cannot fail to confirm them in the opinion that decisive steps ought to be taken 
without any avoidable delay, to give full effect in their county establishments to the laws 
relating to prisons. . .... T 

I found this gaol extremely clean, and the officers attentive to their duties. 1 cannot, 
however, but object to the manner in which the duties of six turnkeys are distributed ; the 
interior moral government and care of four criminal classes is left to uvo officers, while four 
are employed as gate turnkeys or watchmen ; the latter we consider not only as useless, but 
injurious. Each turnkey should be appointed to the care of a certain number of prisoners, 
and constantly to remain with them. Day watches are then unnecessary, and the night 
watches should be taken by all the turnkeys in their turn. The female class is much im- 
proved ; the accommodation properly belonging to the females has been curtailed, an 
part taken from them should be restored. On this subject, I beg to refer to my report 
the house of correction at Belfast. 

Stone-breaking is earned on to a certain extent; and the Board are actually employed in 
endeavouring to establish a sale for the broken stone. Trades have not yet been intro- 
duced ; this is a most important object, and it appeared to me that the circumstances of the 
prison gave great encouragement to exertion with respect to its introduction. At the time of 
my inspection I called forward the prisoners in each class who possessed any knowledge 
of a trade, and the number, in proportion to the total number of inmates, exceeded what I 
have seen in any other county. I submitted to the Board a proposition on the subject, 
and beg to point out, that with respect to tools, materials, Sec., necessary to promote this 
essential branch of prison discipline, the law is peremptory. (Prison Act, sect. 107.) I have 
no doubt this object will succeed extremely well m Carrickfergus, if the officers aie zealous, 
of which I have every reason to be assured. 

House of Correction, Belfust. 

I pound this prison much improved since my last inspection. The work of stone- 
breaking and pounding is carried on with the same spirit which always distinguishes this 
institution, while the employment of the prisoners in trades lias advanced to a very grati- 
fying extent, under the newly-appointed governor, who appears to be a great acquisition to 
the establishment. The Board of Superintendence are regular and effective. ™ ™ le 
side of the prison is so crowded, that it is almost impossible to contend with the difficulties, 
and to carry on a good system. The obvious insecurity of the building, under such ar- 
cumstances, calls for evek exertion to lessen the crowded state of the celk and ^,ds. 
On the day of inspection 1 found SS male prisoners, who, Irom the P. 1 ™ °f, th ®^“ 
cessarily occupy but half of the accommodation ; while in the other half, there weie but 17 
women, 1 5 being about the average. Thus there was crowding to excess on one side, and 
waste of room bn the other. The female prison at Carrickfergus is well l conducted and I 
have recommended to the Board of Superintendence to propose o e .d' , i , 

fer of all females from Belfast to the Scanty gaol ; this would afford much relief and enable 
the Board at Belfast to classify the male prisoners in the two sides of the house of correc- 
tion to great comparative advantage. There is a probability that a considerable time will 
elapse before the ultimate arrangements of the county shall be completed, which renders 
this temporary one pressing. The females on committal might be accommodated m the 
ii 8. 02 
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North house of correction for a night or two, on their way to Carrickfergus, on a plan which the 

District, governor suggested, of placing four beds in a room in the front building, now used as a 

* • carpenter’s shop. 



District Lunatic Asylum . 



Since my last inspection of this excellent institution a new manager and matron have 
been appointed, who, under the direction of the Local Commissioners, have pursued the 
course which was attended with so much success under the care of Mr. and Mrs. Comyns, 
and I was gratified to find the Asylum in the same high order in which I had always 
found it ; the same tranquillity and industry in the wards, and but one inmate under per- 
sonal restraint. The additional building for the reception of 50 idiots and incurables is in 
progress. 

The following was the state of the Asylum from the 14th of August 1834 to the 14th of 
August 1835 : 

I Males. Females. Total. 



In Asylum 14th August 1834 

Admitted from ditto to 14th August 1835 - 

Re-admitted, having relapsed in above period 



32 - - 

3 - - 



32 - - 

1 - - 



Discharged recovered in above period - 

Relieved and on trial - 

Died ------ 

Remaining in Asylum 14th August 1835 



80 

10G 



3 

14 

164 



Number of cases from each county in Asylum 
14th August 1835 : 

Antrim ------- 

Down -------- 

Carrickfergus ------- 



78 

80 



Gardening and trenching, &c. See. 
Weaving 7 — warping 1 — winding 3 
Shoemaking 1 — pumping water 2 
Spinning 21 — kmtting 8 — quilting 4 
Washing 6 — assistant servants 6 
Sewing, &c. &c. - 



43 - - 

11 - - 
3 - - 



33 - - 
12 - - 
11 - - 



43 

11 

3 

33 

12 

11 



57 



56 - - 113 



Bridewells of the County of Antrim. 

Ballymoney. 

I found this bridewell in good order ; the bridewell keeper has been newly appointed, 
and wholly uninstructed in his duty ; he appears to be a steady man, very well disposed to 
perform it, and ought to be ordered to the county gaol for a short period to be trained in the 
routine of prison discipline. The prison contains every accommodation which the law 
requires. 

Ballymena. 

This prison contains every accommodation required by the Prison Act, and is kept in 
good order. 

Antrim. 

This is one of the few remaining bridewells in Ireland which does not contain the accom- 
modation required by law ; and quarter sessions being held in this town, the Prison Act makes 
it imperative on the Grand Jury to erect a suitable prison. 



County of Armagh Gaol. 

I am sorry to make another report upon the county gaol of Armagh, as one in which pro- 
vision has not been made— now nearly ten years since the passing of the last Act relating 
to prisons in Ireland, for providing such accommodation as can enable the Board of Super- 
intendence to carry into effect the provisions of the law, or to attempt to introduce an 
improved system of prison discipline. It is to be hoped that the measures now in progress 
in England on the subject, by adding the weight of high authority to the principles of prison 

discipline 
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discipline which we have suggested from year to year, may remove any difficulty which North 
Grand Juries may have felt, on the ground of economy, or of doubt of the good tendency . ^^tnet. 
of the principles themselves in taking that decisive step, without which the law remains a 
dead letter, viz., the building to such an extent as to afford classification, inspection and 
a separate cell for every prisoner ; the subject of the moral government of gaols with a 
view to rendering imprisonment a salutary and effective mode of secondary punishment has 
undergone a thorough and public investigation, under the sanction of Government ; within 
the last two years, reports have been laid before Parliament by the Committee of The House 
of Commons on Secondary Punishment, by the more recent one of The House of Lords, and 
by an officer appointed to inspect the American penitentiaries, and the result has been that 
legislative measures are now in progress to establish such principles of reformatory discipline 
as will indispensably call for every aid of suitable buildings, and of officers competent to 
conduct such a system. Uniformity in the government of gaols is amongst the principles 
contained in the resolutions on which the New British Ac.t is founded, and in order to secure 
that object Inspectors General are to be appointed throughout the empire. Tlie°e observa- 
tions I have made in the hope of strengthening, at least of excusing, another appeal to the 
county, as to the inadequacy of the present gaol at Armagh. I found this gaol very clean, 
and every thing which the law requires for the health and comfort of the prisoners affcrded ; 
it would be a want of justice to the valuable local inspector to withhold from him the joint 
testimony of myself and my colleague, that against many difficulties he accomplishes all 
that intelligence and a degree of personal attention more than properly belongs to his office 
can effect, and that, under more favourable circumstances, his services would be found most 
effective. 

There is a sufficient number of turnkeys, but I pointed out to the governor that their 
services might be rendered much more useful by a judicious application of them, by aban- 
doning the system of watchmen, confining the duty of each turnkey to one class, and pro- 
viding for the night watch of the prison by imposing that duty on every turnkey in his turn. 

The local inspector promised me that he would attend to the suggestion. 

The introduction of trades is much recommended ; it has been commenced in several 
additional county gaols within the last year with a success beyond the expectation of the 
Boards of Superintendence. (See Reports on Tipperary, Meath, &c.) In this gaol, in 
which the time of prisoners is not so occupied in a way tending to advance their future 
welfare, it would be particularly desirable to devote some of it to literary improvement ; 
whereas, although a schoolmaster’s salary is presented, the person appointed does not even 
keep up the semblance of instruction. This is the only county gaol in Ireland (save one, 
in which it is to be observed that no schoolmaster is paid) in which there is no male school. 

The female class are well attended to, and instructed under a competent matron. The com- 
mittee of ladies still afford their occasional and valuable attendance. 

District Lunatic Asylum. 

I found this excellent institution in the same state of good order, extreme cleanliness 
and effectiveness for the important purpose for which it was established, for which it has been 
always distinguished. The state of the accounts and books, of the wards and yards, the 
tranquillity and apparent comfort of patients, do great credit to the manager, of whom we 
cannot speak in terms of too much approbation. The work done by the inmates is extremely 
satisfactory ; the males are employed in gardening, weaving, tailors work and breaking 
stones ; the females in spinning, quilting, making clothing and washing. 

The following statement will show the state of the Asylum on the day of mspection, 

13th August 1835 : — 

From Armagh County 
Monaghan County 
Fermanagh County 
Cavan County - 



Vacancies, 13th August 

Under restraint - 
Sick - 
Employed - 
Unemployed 



Considered curable 
Incurable and refractory 
Incurable and harmless 



ii 8. 
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Isorih Of 87 patients disposed of in the lust year, — 



Discharged cured ------ 34 

Relieved - -- -- - -21 

Unrelieved - - - - - - -12 

Died - - - 20 



87 

Bridewell at Markethill. 

Tins prison is kept in tolerably good order; it does not contain the scale of accommo- 
dation pointed out in the Prison Act, but being so near to Armagh the prisoners are quickly 
transmitted, 

Litrgan. 

I found this prison very clean and in good order. It contains the required accommoda- 
tion for male and female prisoners, and is in every way an efficient and well managed prison. 

Ballybot. 

This is a most miserable bridewell, and by no means well kept ; it is most strongly 
recommended to the Grand Jury to build a suitable prison in this very important and dis- 
tant situation. 



County Cavan Gaol. 

I found the gaol of the county of Cavan in good order ; the Board of Superintendence 
are steady in their attendance, and are well supported in carrying their regulations into 
effect by the zeal and ability of the Rev. Mr. Collins, which are manifest throughout the 
interior arrangements. The prisoners are kept to work ; stone-breaking has been carried 
on with good success, and several tradesmen are employed in their respective trades. To 
this subject I was most anxious to direct the attention of the officers, who should relax no 
endeavour not only so to employ every individual who has served an apprenticeship or any 
part of an apprenticeship to a trade, but to extend their workshops by the instruction of 
new hands. Young men sentenced to long periods of confinement may learn as much of 
a trade as will be an advantage to them through the remainder of their lives. To any persons 
who desire to emigrate, it is an object of much importance to acquire any (however little) 
skill in an useful trade. As this county gaol contains sufficient accommodation to enable 
the governor to separate all prisoners at night, it becomes practicable, as it is most desirable, 
to commence the trial of a rule of silence, which is now become a fundamental principle 
of the system of prison discipline m England, and which is in full force in some of our gaols. 
What is done in one gaol can be done in another, which admits of separate cells : the 
success may be gradual, but the results are extremely satisfactory, so far as the experiment 
has been tried. The habit of non-intercourse by conversation, without being withdrawn wholly 
from the connexion with a social scene of industry, does not seem to tend to depression of mind, 
while it completely cuts off all the moral mischief of evil communication. 

The female prison I found, as formerly, in a very creditable state; the women are in classes, 
uniformly clothed, kept to useful work, and instructed ; every thing in this department is 
conducted in a most satisfactory manner. The ground in front of the prison strikes me, in 
comparison with the approach to other county gaols, to be in a very discreditable state ; it is 
rough and objectionable in appearance, situated in so conspicuous and good a part of the town. 
To those who inspect the exterior of the building, the filthy state of the surrounding ground 
is quite offensive while it is stated to be the common haunt of the vilest characters at night. 
There ought to be a railed enclosure, and gate at the bottom of the hill, to be locked, and 
in charge of the door turnkey, with only a turnstile or other open pass for persons on loot ; 
a road for carts to the north side of the gaol, where turf, &c. are received. The front and 
south side of the gaol to be always kept private, and the ground highly dressed. This is 
done on a much greater scale in Cork gaol, and doubtless contributes in no small degree to 
the generally favourable opinion entertained of that establishment. It is a mark of order and 
care which is seen by every passing traveller. 

Bridewells of the County of Cavan. 

The bridewells of this county now contain every accommodation which the Prison Act 
requires ; and being under the direct control of the Board of Superintendence, there is 
every security for their being permanently conducted on right principles. 

I found the bridewells at Ballyconnel and Cootehill, particularly the latter, in a very orderly 
and creditable state ; that at Baileborough by no means so well kept, which subject I have 
brought before the Board of Superintendence at Cavan. 



County of Donegal Gaol. 

This distinguished county gaol affords the same satisfaction to an Inspector General 
which it has- done formally years. Nothing can exceed the high state of order with which 
the routine of duty is performed, or the minute cleanliness of every part of the establishment; 

the 
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the deservedly high character of this prison, which has induced many officers from other North 
counties to visit it, as affording an example of those principles which the Prison Act pre- District. 

scribes, is much to be attributed to the zeal and ability of the local inspector. The Board of v ■, — — 

Superintendence attend with regularity, and their judicious regulations are carried into com- 
plete effect. The very important object of establishing a rule of silence during the whole 
day, whether at work, at school, at meals, or in the day-rooms, is effectually attained ; the 
punishment for a breach of the rule is a small deduction from the allowance of food ; and these 
punishments have been very few in number. The manner in which this regulation, so diffi- 
cult of attainment, is guarded, differs in this prison from the plan adopted in the adjoining 
county of Londonderry. In the latter the male criminal classes are brought together into 
two large divisions, during the hours of work, school and meals ; and these divisions are 
watched by a succession of turnkeys. In Lifford gaol the classification is preserved, a 
greater number of overseers is therefore required ; and the rule of silence, and report of its 
violation, is consequently in part intrusted to wardmen. However, the intelligent local 
inspector and the governor feel every confidence that these selected prisoners (acting under the 
turnkeys) are faithful in their reports. The prisoners are all kept at work, principally in 
stone-breaking and pounding bones for manure ; the market for the latter is found beyond 
the means of meeting the demands: trades are partially introduced, and that subject is re- 
commended to the consideration of the Board of Superintendence. There is no tread-wheel ; 
the school is well conducted ; the female prison is in good order. I found but four 
women in the gaol on the day of my inspection : were it not, indeed, for the crime of illicit 
distillation, for which 35 prisoners were confined, there would have been few inmates of any 
description in this gaol at present. A general system of prison dresses is recommended, and 
is particularly desirable in an institution in which so full advantage would be derived from it, 
by the attention which would be paid to uniformity and care that could be relied on in the 
preservation and regular repair of the clothing. The cooking kitchen and serving of the die- 
tary is most orderly and creditable ; on the whole too much praise cannot be bestowed on the 
manner in which this county gaol is conducted. 

Bridewells of Donegal. 

The bridewells of this county are now placed upon a good footing, and taken under the 
immediate care of the Board of Superintendence. 

Letterkenny. 

This prison contains every accommodation that the Prison Act requires. I inspected it 
during the crowded period of the quarter sessions, and found it in very good order ; the 
system of regularity and cleanliness being as little interrupted as circumstances would admit. 

The keeper is a newly appointed officer, and appears to be steady and efficient. 

Donegal. 

The prisoners are provided with the accommodation required ; but the keeper having no 
apartments, it is again urged on the Grand Jury to purchase the adjoining house, which 
would enable them to supply this deficiency, and which I was informed could be purchased 
on reasonable terms. 



County of Down Gaol. 

On my last visit to this prison, the system of prison discipline in general, and in particular 
the progress made in introducing the employment and instruction of prisoners m useful 
trades, so gratified me, and had on the inspection of former years so struck Major Palmer, 
that we considered it an object of importance to give publicity to our opinions, by making 
the proceedings in Downpatrick gaol a subject for our General Report (12th Report), and 
thus to hold it up as an example and encouragement to other county gaols less advanced. 

lam happy to be able now to report that the system is carried on with unabated good 
effect by the governor, under the direction of the Board of Superintendence, and guided by a 
comprehensive code of bye-laws prepared within the present year. . . 

Exclusive of prisoners sentenced to hard labour and placed on the tread-wheel, and of 
those employed at the common and comparatively unprofitable work of stone-breaking, 
1 found on the day of inspection the following classes of tradesmen engaged at their respec- 
tive trades : stone-cutters, masons, carpenters, Uniters, tailors, weavers, painters, smiths, 
one watchmaker; also prisoners manufacturing alabaster, picking oakum, hackling nax, .making 
starch, carding wool, pounding freestone. In the insulating passage round the prison is a 

Out of 100 prisoners who under the provisions of the Prison Act were liable to work, none 
were unemployed, and but IT at tread-wheel labour and stone-breaking ; the whole of the 
remaining prisoners being occupied in pursuits requiring skill, and by which they are to earn 
future livelihood. . _ . . , • ,, , 

There is accommodation in this extensive gaol sufficient to afford separate sleeping cell,, 
with work-rooms, and all other necessary apartments. The only deficiency m this 1 expect i, 
the want of separation of master and pauper debtors, there being but one yard tor fhe use 
of both classes. The removal of this inconvenience is under the consideration of the Board. 
The school is conducted with the same regularity and good effect which we have always 
11 8. c 4 apprme 
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North approved. The real improvement of the prisoners is the anxious desire of the governor. The 
District, arrangement is so made, by congregating the classes in the chapel at a certain hour in the 

v ' morning, that work is not interrupted by the calls of the schoolmaster during the remainder 

of the day. Classification being preserved in the chapel by the plan of separation in the 
seats, the turnkeys and monitors assist in the instruction of their own classes. There are 
two matrons on the female side. This department is divided into four classes ; two being 
placed under the care of each matron: they are instructed and kept to work. A rule of 
silence is nearly accomplished during work and meals. The whole routine of duty is judi- 
ciously distributed among the officers, and carried on in the most systematic manner. The 
true principles of moral government are to be seen in every part of the system in this well- 
conducted gaol, which seems to embrace every thing that the Prison Act prescribes, and 
does great credit to the valuable governor and other officers of the establishment. 

Bridewell at Newry. 

This ill-constructed and badly-regulated prison requires the attention of the Board of 
Superintendence. I found it in a worse state than I had seen it before ; and it is painful to 
find the only minor prison, in a county so distinguished for the good system pursued in their 
county gaol, wholly neglected, and forming a striking contrast to the general improved con- 
dition of the bridewells throughout Ireland. I have stated to the Board that, if authorized to 
procure a plan and estimate, I could undertake to lay before the Grand J ury a proposal for 
altering the building at a very small expense, and in a way which would render it compara- 
tively efficient. 



County of Fermanagh Gaol. 

I found this prison in good order. The bye-laws of the Court of King’s Bench are 
adopted for practice, although not regularly presented and fiated as the standing regulations 
for the county ; they are, however, carried into ellect, so far as the accommodation of the 
prison will admit. In this respect the gaol of the county of Fermanagh is very deficient. 
At the time when the general arrangement was made for building new prisons throughout 
Ireland, or such additions to existing ones as would enable the several counties to introduce 
the modern system of prison discipline, this county was one in which we considered the 
county gaol as adequate for the reception of the then average number of committals ; in- 
crease of crime has however altered the circumstances of the case, and it is now impossible 
to carry into effect any system founded on the principle of separate sleeping cells for all 
prisoners. Under these circumstances a plan will be submitted to the Grand Jury at the next 
assizes for increase of accommodation. 

The Inspectors General cannot by any observations which might be made in this report 
so clearly explain to the Grand Jury the grounds on which this measure is considered as 
indispensable, as by submitting to them the annexed Supplement to their 13th Report to 
Parliament. They did not recommend expense so long as the accommodation bore any 
reasonable proportion to the committals. At the period of the last report the committals 
had certainly (after a great increase for some years) again decreased ; but the number since 
that period has been much greater, so that there can be no prospect of such a permanently 
low average as to admit of the principle of solitary cells by night for all prisoners. This 
principle, it will appear by the annexed Supplement, is the foundation of that system now 
determined upon by the Legislature, and of which a strict and universal rule of silence 
forms a part. Exclusive of the want of cells, there is a great want of a chapel, of good 
officers’ apartments, and of many other necessary appendages to a modern county gaol. 

The bridewell at Newtown Butler (the only one in this county) I found in tolerably good 
order ; it is deficient in neatness, but contains legal accommodation. The keeper’s family 
do not regularly reside in it. 



County of Kildare Gaol (Naas). 

I found this gaol, as reported in the last year, in a state very creditable to the officers ; 
the greatest cleanliness and order are preserved, and the whole system, so far as the means 
are afforded to them, quite satisfactory to the Inspectors General. 

I regret however to observe, that no progress can be reported in the all-essential object 
of devising means of employment for the prisoners, under the 104th section of the Prison 
Act, which has been urged and strongly pressed on the consideration of the county by 
Major Palmer. 

1 can only again respectfully submit to the Grand Jury and Board of Superintendence 
the indispensable necessity of providing employments profitable in point of pecuniary 
return, if practicable, but if not found to be so, of providing employment at all events, and 
we trust that if the work is found unprofitable, that objection will be but temporary. 

The seclusion of prisoners at night has been amply secured by the building the present 
gaol, but its moral effect is lost by the vile conversation of unemployed prisoners during 
the day. The female class are placed under a matron and usefully employed. 

The school is well attended to, as it has always been in this county gaol. The prison is 
in a healthy state, much to be attributed to cleanliness, ample room and good ventilation. 
There is no tread-wheel, and there being no plan of work, a sentence to hard labour cannot 
be executed. There are no bye-laws, and I should suggest the adoption of those which 
have been compiled for general use and approved by the court. I should also suggest the 

withdrawing 



Printed image digitised by the University of Southampton Library Digitisation Unit 




ON THE GAOLS, 8cc. OF IRELAND. 2d 

withdrawing from tried prisoners the privilege of receiving visitors, according to the system North 
prescribed by that code. ^ J District. 



County Gaol at Athy. 

I found this small comity gaol in very good order. Every part of the prison is in a 
state of great cleanliness. The prisoners are supplied with every tiling that the Prison Act 
prescribes, and much attention is paid to the interior economy of every branch of this 
establishment. The accounts and books are kept with regularity. The male prisoners are 
kept to work principally in breaking stones. The tried classes are uniformly clad. The 
females are placed under a very competent matron. The gaol is on a small scale ; but the 
number of cells is equal to the average number of prisoners. The Board of Superintendence 
are regular in their attendance, which is the point of all others the most important. They 
are assisted by a very competent governor, whose wife is most attentive to and instructs the 
females. 



County Leitrim Gaol. 

It is unsatisfactory, and I am glad to state uncommon, not to be able to report progress, 
on the contrary, to be obliged to state, that the discipline of this county gaol has fallen off 
considerably since my last inspection of it; and, I may judge from Major Palmer’s Report, 
6ince the last year. Within the period since elapsed, there has been a considerable increase of 
committals, and the accommodation is not adequate to furnish a separate cell for every pri- 
soner, notwithstanding which serious but unavoidable disadvantage, I found a considerable 
number of cells unoccupied, several wasted by being filled by useless stores, while the 
occupied cells were over crowded : here is a proof of disregard to discipline in one of its vital 
points, which cannot be justified, and the evil effects of which are visible throughout the sys- 
tem, extending to every part of the male and female prison. Want of union among the 
officers, and of subordination, extending even to the prisoners, are among the evils which 
appeared, and which account for all the others. I forbear, however, to enter further into par- 
ticulars, as the Board of Superintendence are quite alive to the subject, and actively employed 
in endeavours to reform what is amiss. 

An investigation took place in the Board-room, at which I assisted, the result of which 
reflected no credit on the government of the gaol, but which proved to the Board the zeal 
and efficiency of the local inspector (to whom they passed a vote of thanks), and which afforded 
a decided proof of the value of his office. It is right to add, that the Board appeared satis- 
fied, in which feeling I concur, that an improvement may be expected, and that the subordi- 
nate officers, under a course of duty strictly conformed to the bye-laws, will be found atten- 
tive and competent to the discharge of their respective offices. 

Bridewell at Manor Hamilton. 

I found this prison in good order ; it is badly circumstanced, being part of a court-house, 
and not arranged on the principles of prison architecture. It has one large yard, which 
ought to be divided. Every comfort is afforded for prisoners according to law, and cleanli- 
ness and order showed. 

Ballinamore Bridewell. 

This prison is not yet given up by the contractor; it is nearly completed with furniture 
ordered. The first quarterly return has been made of 22 prisoners received, for whom tem- 
porary provision was arranged. 



County of Londonderry Gaol. 

The reports upon this county gaol have been very favourable for several successive 
years. I found it however strikingly improved on my last inspection, and it now ranks 
among the best class of county gaols. The Board of Superintendence are regular in their 
meetings, and most effective. They are supported in carrying their system into effect by 
the valuable services of the local inspector. The governor and subordinate officers in 
general are very attentive to their duty. The turnkeys are clothed in uniform.- 

The very important object of enforcing silence at all times has been completely effected, 
and without any harshness or severity in the discipline; any breach of the rule being 
punished by the withdrawal of a small addition to the dietary allowed under the sanction of 
the Court of King’s Bench, and issued as a supper to those prisoners who have obeyed the 
rule during the day. Thus the inmates of this prison are effectually preserved from any 
demoralizing intercourse with each other, and the charge (too often deservedly) brought 
against our gaols, that they discharge their inmates more corrupted than they received 
them, cannot be applied to this prison ; during the whole term .of confinement a day of 
useful labour without communication is followed by a night of total seclusion ; the prisoners 
having at all times a separate cell for each individual. The principal employments in this 
gaol are stone-breaking and pounding bones for manure, &c. Some prisoners have been 
employed at their trades, but not to the same extent as in some other counties. On inquiry 
into the former occupations of the several prisoners, there appeared to be an unusually great 
il 8. D proportion 
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North proportion of tradesmen. The attention of the Board of Superintendence is now directed to 
District, endeavour to procure eligible means of employment, and it is very desirable that every ex- 
' J ertion should be made, both to employ and to instruct the prisoners in trades. 

In this county the view which we have always taken of the right of prisoners to receive 
prison dresses has been fully adopted, and the whole of the classes are supplied with uniform 
clothing. Thus the complaints which are brought before us in so many county gaols on 
this head are avoided, and the health and comfort of the prisoners consulted, while the 
creditable appearance of the classes is truly gratifying. There is no tread-wheel in this gaol. 
The distinction made between those prisoners sentenced to hard labour and those not sen- 
tenced consists in the payment to the latter of one-third of their earnings. The school is 
well attended to ; there are two school-rooms, in which the prisoners are taught in two 
divisions ; the same principle of classification is adopted at the work of stone-breaking ; the 
bad effect of this partial mixture of classes, which this system involves, is counteracted by 
the rule of silence, which is guarded by a succession of turnkeys. 

The female class are placed under a matron and female turnkey ; they arc uniformly 
clothed and employed in work and washing ; a committee of ladies afford their valuable 
assistance in their instruction. On the whole the inspection of the county of Londonderry 
gaol is highly satisfactory ; it affords an encouraging prospect of the success of the system 
of silence, '’the difficulties of which appeared to be almost insurmountable. 

Bridewells of Londonderry. 

The following reports will show the present state of the prisons of this class to which 
the Inspectors General respectfully call the attention of the Grand Jury. This subject has 
been considered in their 13th Report (page 8), in which detailed regulations for the govern- 
ment of bridewells are given ; the adoption of them is universally recommended. 

Coleraine. 

An extensive and well planned bridewell has been erected since my last inspection, which 
will he completed in a short time ; it is needless to repeat any observations on tlie old 
prison. The keeper will be wholly incapable of conducting the discipline of the new one. 

Newtown Limavaddy. 

This prison does not contain the day-rooms and cells which are necessary to meet the 
requirements of the Prison Act. It consists of two rooms, one for males, one for females, 
and being near to the county town, prisoners need not, and should not, be long detained. 

Magherafelt. 

It is quite indispensable that a new bridewell should be erected in this quarter sessions 
town ; the Act peremptorily requires it ; and the establishment of a legal and sufficient 
prison would complete the bridewell system of the county, which now presents a painful 
contrast to the state of the county gaol. At present the bridewell at Magherafelt is the 
only remaining instance within our whole inspection of a place of imprisonment in which it 
is painful to see a human being confined. 

District Lunatic Asylum, Londonderry. 

This asylum continues to be conducted in a manner creditable to the manager and 
matron, the same order, cleanliness and humane attention to the patients are observable in 
every part of the establishment. 

It is now under consideration to add to the accommodation for the reception of idiots 
and others not admissible under the original regulations established for the district asylum, 
but whether the object is to be attained by an addition to tlie house or by arrangements 
within the present building is not as yet determined ; considerable difficulty seems to attend 
the latter plan. There were 154 patients in tlie house on the day of inspection, being an 
excess of 50 beyond the number for which it was built ; of these, 100 (viz. 57 females and 
43 males) were employed in useful work. 



The following was the annual state : — 





Derry. 


Donegal. 


Tyrone. 


TOTAL. 


On the books, 23d October 1834 - 


46 


58 


45 


145 


Admitted from ditto to 23d October 1835 


33 


26 


15 


74 


Discharged and died in the above period 


- 


- 


- 


- 


Remaining - - 


- 


- 


- 


— 
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Of those discharged, there were — 



Died 



8 
3 
42 

53 

16 

Total 69 



Relieved - 
Unrelieved 
Recovered - 



North 

District. 



County of Longford Gaol. 

This being my first visit to Longford Gaol since the late appointments, I find a very 
decided change for the better in the management of every department on the male side ; the 
routine of duty is now established on good principles, the under officers judiciously distri- 
buted, the messes well served, and the whole establishment in a clean and creditable state ; 
the work of the prisoners is as yet much confined to breaking stones, and this work has 
been only carried to the extent of flooring the interior yards. The Board of Superintendence 
whom I had the advantage of meeting have ordered its extension to the insulating passages, 
and it is to be hoped that contracts for the sale of broken stone, if not superseded by more 
advantageous work, will follow. A beginning has been made in the introduction of trades. 

The female department has been long placed under a competent matron ; but this im- 
portant class has not advanced as much as the female branch of other gaols, in which a 
matron as competent to her duty has been employed : at present no classification is effected. 
The Board have, however, taken measures to provide for the two indispensable points in a 
female prison ; viz. classification, and systematic and uniform clothing, as also to establish a 
regular laundry. 

The male school and tread-wheel are conducted with regularity. As yet no regular system 
of bye-laws has been arranged by the Board in pursuance of 7th Geo. 4. c. 74. s. 4. The 
printed rules approved by the King’s Bench are to be submitted to the Grand Jury at the 
next assizes. 

I should suggest to the Grand Jury (the salaries of the turnkeys being unusually low) that 
3 Z. a year be added to the salary of each, and that the officers should provide themselves 
with a suit of clothes annually, made according to an approved pattern, and always to be 
worn. There are many important advantages in the arrangement : it is creditable in appear- 
ance ; it removes a disadvantageous point of comparison with the best gaols ; it also distin- 
guishes the officer of a gaol, whose services may at any time be wanting, and whose conduct 
is thus under constant observation. I submit also to the Grand Jury the subject, a general 
system of dresses for the male prisoners. It is unnecessary to repeat the arguments which 
have been often suggested in favour of this system. I refer to our 12 th Report, p. 13, and 
only submit that the probable expense would be about 50 k a year for the gaol of Longford, 
from which is to be deducted whatever may be the cost of occasional suits, as now supplied 
in cases of necessity ; the difference will be found to bear no proportion to the advantages 
resulting from a systematic issue of prison dresses. On the whole the inspection of this 
gaol has afforded much satisfaction; it is gratifying to see a good system of prison discipline 
aimed at, and anxiously attended to by the Board with the effective assistance now afforded 
by the officers. 



County of Louth Gaol. 

I found this prison very clean, regular and in good order ; the routine of duty carried on 
with regularity and precision ; the turnkeys dressed in uniform, and allotted judiciously to 
separate portions of the gaol ; the messes well conducted and books well kept, and on the 
whole the inspection was satisfactory. There is a decided want of room, which will be more 
felt when the separation of prisoners becomes a more indispensable part of prison discipline. 
A plan has been suggested by the governor of erecting cells m the present cooking kitchens 
attached to each class ; but I could not concur in this view. The system of class kitchens is 
very objectionable, and it is much recommended to the Board of Superintendence to submit 
to the Grand Jury a plan and estimate for a general kitchen. The rooms now used for 
cooking would, however, be much wanted as messing rooms, while the larger room m each 
class we shall hope to sec occupied by tradesmen at work at their respective trades. They 
will be indispensable for that purpose, if the introduction of trades advances ; a object to 
which we have particularly called the attention of the local authorities throughout our 

^Thf most important point for present consideration in Dundalk gaol appears to me to be 
the endeavouring to procure for the county the yard on the eastern boundai y of A e front 
part of the prison. It is almost certain that the progress of prison discipline in England 
and in this country will receive a very strong impulse from the legislative measures now in 
progress ; and thepower of adding to the accommodation on tins P I0Ce w^ldbe 

the necessity of hereafter adopting some more expensive arrangement wlch 
unavoidable if the present opportunity should be allowed to pass. Tills measure I lespec 
fully urge ou the attention of the Grand J “T The 

u8. D - 
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North The labour of the tread- wheel and work of the poor prisoners are steadily carried on. There 
District, is a good school. It appears to me that an improvement might be made in the system of 

' conducting it by collecting the classes together in the chapel. Some farther subdivision of 

the pews would be necessary. It would be a work of trifling amount, and is as much wanted 
during the performance of divine service as it is for the purpose of separation during 
school hours. This system of conducting a prison school has been in many cases found 
to be very advantageous. 

The female prison is placed under a competent matron ; the females are very few in 
number. A Ladies’ Committee kindly afford their attendance. 

The services of the local inspector are very valuable to this establishment. The governor 
and under officers are efficient and attentive in the discharge of their respective offices. 

' Bridewell at Ardce. 

This small prison contains the accommodation required by law, and is always in a state 
most creditable to the keeper. The floor of his bedroom is extremely damp, and I submit 
to the Grand Jury the expediency of its being boarded. It is quite a necessary measure, 
and the keeper is deserving of any reasonable comfort. 

Town of Drogheda Gaol. 

No important change has taken place in this gaol since the report made upon it by 
Major Palmer; in the last year the deficiency of bedding complained of by him has been 
supplied. There are, as he observes, a sufficient number of officers now in this prison to 
carry on the routine in the most complete and effective manner, in which however it is still 
deficient in comparison with other gaols, and which is to be attributed very much to a want 
of allotting distinct and wholly separate duties to each turnkey. These subordinate officers 
are not by any means instructed in their duties, and these duties are undefined and confused; 
the whole system of day-rooms, yards, &c. are consequently very defective in respect to 
order and neatness. 

The matron receives no salary ; I found however the female prison, as well as the cells 
on the male side, arranged according to order, and clean. The mixed dietary prescribed by 
the Prison Act is not strictly complied with, a quart of butter-milk being allowed in lieu 
of one pint of new milk and one pint of butter-milk. 



County of Meath Gaol. 

A very striking improvement has taken place since my last report upon this county gaol, 
which promises to hold a high place amongst the establishments of that class. The Board 
of Superintendence have paid much attention to the all-important and useful object of intro- 
ducing profitable employment for the prisoners. So lately as in September 1834 there was 
no attempt at any work save that of breaking stones, and the prospect held out to me of 
instruction in trades was wholly discouraging ; whereas on my late inspection not only a 
commencement but a considerable advance had been made. I found of 73 male criminals 
under confinement the following distribution : 



At useful trades - - - - - - -10 

Breaking stones - - - - - - - 30 

Tread-wheel - - - - - - -12 

Domestic offices - - - - - - - 21 



73 

This important measure will be followed up by the Board, and kept in view in the appoint- 
ment of officers who may be qualified to promote its success. I have been much gratified 
by the progress made, and have no doubt of a still more satisfactory result. Among other 
employments the prisoners have made tin utensils for the prison, and a smith’s forge is in 
operation in which they were employed in making the iron railing ordered for the front of 
the building. 

The arrangement of interior duty is very much improved, and now placed upon a regular 
footing ; the officers are all resident in the gaol, and their duties defined and distinct. My 
duty obliges me to report that improvement is confined to the male side of the prison. No 
reform has taken place in the management of the female class, which forms a distressing 
contrast to the improved system of female prison discipline now to be seen in other counties. 
Nothing can be more painful to me than to think that any report of mine should prove inju- 
rious to the interests of any officer ; such a report can only be drawn from me by an impera- 
tive sense of duty ; but I am obliged to declare my opinion of the decided incapacity of the 
matron and her assistant, they are unacquainted with a right system, and are not possessed 
of ability or disposition to become so ; the females are under no influence ; they are nominally 
taught to read, &c. which however depends on their own caprice, those only who choose 
to learn being employed. The class requires a complete reform, and I can state to the Grand 
Juiy that as there is no class of prisoners which receives so much injury from an ineffective 
system, so there is none in which the moral influence of a good one is so soon and so dis- 
tinctly seen as the females ; this observation is the result of long experience, and I do respect- 
fully urge the early consideration of the subject, else the most easily improved class will 
always be a blot in the gaol of Trim. 

> Bridewells 



Printed image digitised by the University of Southampton Library Digitisation Unit 




ON THE GAOLS, &c. OF IRELAND. 



29 



Bridewells of the County of Meath. 

I visited the bridewells at Navan and Kells and found them regular and in order ; 
they are both extensive prisons of this class, and contain every means of classification which 
the Prison Act requires. 



North 

District. 



County of Monaghan Gaol. 

A very decided improvement has taken place in this county gaol since the period of my 
last report, in which I was obliged to notice a manifest falling off in the system as compared 
with former years : it is now in very good order, the prison and yards extremely clean, the 
officers dressed in uniform and allotted judiciously to their several and distinct duties, and 
the whole routine conducted with much regularity. 

It is to be lamented that some progress has not been made in the introduction of useful 
trades, which would enable the prisoners in afterlife to earn their subsistence ; they are not 
idle, but their employment is entirely confined to breaking stones. This subject I submitted 
to the Board of Superintendence, and I trust that a beginning will be made. Every advan- 
tage should be taken of any prisoner confined who may be acquainted with a trade, and also 
of the appointment of turnkeys in whom it is a most important qualification. The success 
of this system in the prisons in which it has most advanced has been much promoted by the 
appointment of tradesmen as turnkeys. The female prison is in a satisfactory state. 1 was 
much gratified by the condition in which 1 found it, although it was under a great disadvan- 
tage, the matron being absent ; the assistant is however a competent and attentive officer. 

'The school is well attended to ; I recommended to the Board of Superintendence an alter- 
ation in the mode of conducting it, by carrying on the instruction of all the classes at a stated 
hour each day in the chapel, in which a trifling alteration will be necessaiy. 

Bridewells. 

The prisons of this county at Carrickmacross and Castle Blayney are extremely well 
conducted ; the former is on a smaller scale than the latter ; they both contain the accom- 
modation and separation which the Act requires, and are at all times in a very clean and 
creditable state. 



County of Roscommon Gaol. 

I found, as reported by Major Palmer in the last year, that this prison is kept clean ; that 
the prisoners obtain their rights, and no complaints were brought forward ; but that the 
objects the attainment of which render a sentence of imprisonment in any way beneficial to 
the person confined, or calculated to check the increase of crime, are by no means accom- 
plished, or apparently understood ; that such is the case needs no other proof than that there 
are no bye-laws established under the 104th section of the Prison Act; this measure is under 
consideration. The building does not afford a sufficient number of cells to allow a separate 
one to each prisoner ; this is a vital defect: without solitude during the hours of retirement 
at nio-ht, all efforts of the day to effect a moral influence through the medium of instruction 
or of° industry (though the rule of silence should be enforced during the hours of work) must 
prove nugatory ; the evil communication by night undoes all. Some plan ought to be 
devised for affording more accommodation, and the most obvious seems to be the transfer of 
the present female prison to the male classes, and the erection of a separate and distinct 
female prison, an arrangement which possesses many great advantages ; the females require 
this change as much as the men ; they are placed under a very competent matron, who 
struggles against difficulties, but who has not room to employ or classify her prisoners. 

I found in this prison the only remaining instance of a gaol guard in a county gaol. It is 
unnecessary to point out the error of this system, as the governor has very readily entered into 
my views on this subject, and arranged the distribution of duty during my stay on the right prin- 
ciple of applying the whole strength of officers to the internal government ot the classes, each 
being distinctly confined to his own class. The clothing of the guard for the present answers 
as a turnkey uniform, which is now adopted in all well regulated prisons. When a regular 
system of bye-laws is introduced, and the classes employed as they should be, messing regu- 
lated, &c., 1 have no doubt that the intelligence and zeal of the present governor will be 
found valuable to the county ; he seems most anxious to raise the standard of prison disci- 
pline in every department, and possesses considerable ability. . , , . 

Some improvements were suggested and agreed to in the mode of conducting the school, 
which would render the turnkeys useful aids to the teacher, and better economise the time 
of the officers and prisoners. , . , , , 

The great defect of cooking in the day-rooms remains uncorrected ; but it has been urged 
on the consideration of the Board of Superintendence to erect a steam apparatus tor cooking 
in the general kitchen. 

Bridewell at A thlone. 

I found this small prison very clean and regular, it contains separate cells, day-rooms ar.d 
yards for the male and female prisoners. 

o T , o Casilerea 
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Castlcrea and Strokestown. 

These bridewells are kept regular and clean, and contain the separation required by law. 
I found the former in some confusion at the close of quarter sessions ; but have every rea- 
son to be satisfied that its general state is good. 

Boyle Bridewell. 

This prison is on a larger scale than the others in this county. I found it in an unexcep- 
tionable state of order and cleanliness. 

Notwithstanding these favourable impressions, I would most strongly recommend to the 
Board of Superintendence at Roscommon to take upon themselves a more immediate super- 
intendence of this important branch of their charge. Although their bridewells are reason- 
ably well managed, they bear no comparison with those in other counties, in which a depot 
has been established in the county gaol for all their furniture and utensils, in which the 
turnkeys are trained in the county gaol, and, when conducive to the public service, are 
changed from their local situations and replaced by officers from the county gaol. They 
should appear before the Board, and give an account of every thing in their charge prior to 
each assizes. 



County of Sligo Gaol. 

I FOUND this prison in the same creditable state of order and discipline in which it has 
been reported for many years. The employment of the male prisoners is principally con- 
fined to breaking stones ; it is very desirable that every exertion should be made to introduce 
different trades, which is found practicable in almost every county, where the officers of the 
county gaol have been in earnest in their, endeavours, where advantage has been taken of 
the skill of tradesmen who have been imprisoned, and where as vacancies occur turnkeys 
are selected, who, in addition to other qualifications, possess some knowledge of a trade. 
The valuable governor of Downpatrick gaol informed me that the latter arrangement has 
materially contributed to the success in trades, so conspicuous in the county of Down. 

The lunatics in this prison have not been forwarded to tire district lunatic asylum at 
Ballynasloe, to which the county of Sligo is attached, the consequence is, that 40 lunatics 
now occupy room which can be ill spared in the gaol. This system should not be continued. 
It is, however, but justice to the officers to state, that I have never seen lunatic patients, 
except in large and regular asylums, so well attended to as in this prison. They are uni- 
formly well clothed ; their persons, rooms and beds perfectly clean, and their deportment 
as quiet as could have been expected in a district asylum ; the number cured has been, 
under existing circumstances, very creditable to the medical department under which the 
patients are placed. The female lunatics, 20 in number, on the day of inspection are 
given in charge to the matron of the gaol without an assistant, and in addition to her imme- 
diate duties as matron ; she is deserving of great credit for the manner in which the duty is 
discharged ; at the same time it is necessary to say, that the duties of matron, which require 
qualifications of a much higher order, are not adequately performed. Nor does the present 
matron (who would be a most useful assistant) possess those qualifications. I therefore 
submit to the Grand Jury, that the appointment of a regular matron (say at a salary of 30 1 .) 
who would conduct the moral government and instruction of the females is much called for-, 
until such an officer is appointed, the Act (section 88) cannot be considered as complied 
with, which not only requires that the females should be attended by female officers ( sheriff’s 
turnkeys ), but should have the moral advantage of a matron appointed by the Grand Jury. 
The experience of a short time would prove to the county the value of this arrangement. 

The zeal and attention of the local inspector are of much value to this prison, and the 
officers in general are anxious to discharge their duty for the advantage of the public and 
the prisoners. 

Bridewell at Balhjmote. 

I found this prison, as I have always done, in very good order. The keeper is anxious 
to keep up the system of the county gaol as far as it is applicable. The prison contains 
accommodation sufficient for the situation with separate yards and day -rooms for the different 
sexes. The day-rooms and cells are well furnished according to law, and kept clean and 
regular. 



County of Tyrone Gaol at Omagh. 

I found this prison clean and in good order, though certainly not in so advanced a state 
of discipline as other gaols in the northern district; and it will require the active and 
united exertions of the officers, not very long since appointed, to render it effective as a 
penitentiary, the confinement in which can be relied on as a salutary means of secondary 
punishment, tending to reform those committed, as well as to lessen the future number of 
committals. 

The public examination which this subject has undergone within the last year, the result 
of that examination, the principles of discipline which have been recommended by the Par- 
liamentary Committee, and sanctioned by the Legislature, the establishment of the system of 
inspection throughout the empire, speak with more force than can attend any report from 
us, as to the necessity of providing for the effective operation of the highest objects of moral 
discipline ; the groundwork of the system approved consists principally in solitary sleeping 

cells, 
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cells, constant employment, of a profitable description, with a view more to the future welfare North 

of the prisoner titan to present gain, with an universal rule of silence. To give effect to District. 

these principles, an unremitting vigilance on the part of turnkeys with superintendence of v v~ — 

superiors is obviously indispensable, and will require the well-directed exertions of the whole 
strength of the subordinate officers judiciously applied. This subject requires revision in 
Omagh gaol. There are at present seven officers of this class ; viz. one deputy governor and 
six turnkeys. The former is an office not required in a prison containing an average of under 
70 male prisoners ; nor indeed does the individual act as deputy governor, the duties assigned 
him being more those of a storekeeper. The first turnkey acts as clerk. A third officer is 
occupied in the hospital (exclusive of a nurse) and in attending two lunatics, while but two 
turnkeys are allotted to the whole of the criminal wards, that is, to conduct and watch over 
the whole of that system of moral government which it is the object of the Prison Acts to 
establish, one of these two turnkeys being the person appointed to undertake all escort duty 
with convicts, or with prisoners to and from quarter session towns. This unequal distribu- 
tion of duty requires attention, and I respectfully submit the subject to the Board of Super- 
intendence :• it would be necessary to reduce by one-half the officers whose labours are 
confined to stores, hospital lunatics and clerkship ; and to distribute the others amongst the 
wards and gate duties. One additional turnkey would be necessary to place this prison on 
a par with others. 

Some prisoners were employed at their trades ; but this system has not been introduced to 
any extent, and it is very desirable that eveiy possible exertion should be made to extend 
the employment of those who have any knowledge of a trade, as well as to instruct the 
younger prisoners in a mode of earning a future livelihood. It has been found very bene- 
ficial to appoint turnkeys who are tradesmen. The inspection of the female prison has been 
very gratifying. The matron appears to possess every qualification for her important office, 
and the order, cleanliness and employment of the women was quite satisfactory. This 
department is much improvedi 

Bridewell at Clogher. 

I found this prison fully in operation, and in very good order; it contains every accom- 
modation required by law, and is completely furnished. 

Dungannon. 

There is no alteration in this prison since last report; it contains ample accommodation, 
and is conducted with regularity. 

Strabane. 

I found this prison, as usual, very clean and well kept. I have suggested some improve- 
ments, which I trust will be acted upon, as the site and plan of this bridewell are veiy dis- 
advantageous, and it is yet likely to remain as the permanent prison of this important 
town. 



County of Westmeath Gaol. 

A very striking change for the better has taken place in the gaol at Mullingar since my 
last inspection of it ; and under the direction of the Board of Superintendence, aided by 
the present local inspector and the governor, whom we have under all circumstances esteemed 
as a valuable officer, it promises to arrive at a high state of discipline. 

The future introduction of trades is an object of so much importance that I submitted it 
to the serious consideration of the Board. This branch of improvement is but in its infancy; 
a spirited commencement has however been made; and exclusive of the number of prisoners 
employed in breaking stones (which included the great mass of the male classes), I found 
eight persons working at trades. Mat-making had been carried on to a considerable extent; 
and the governor seemed most anxious to promote the object. Advantage should be taken 
of eveiy individual who passes through the gaol and possesses any degree of skill in a trade. 
Instruction has also been much promoted in prisons, in which the most successful efforts 
have been made by appointing turnkeys, who, in addition to the qualifications usually re- 
quired, may possess some knowledge of a useful trade. 

The female class in this prison are veiy inadequately accommodated, and have therefore 
no classification. It was reported to me as the purpose of the Board to establish a laundry, 
which would imply building to a certain extent ; and I should recommend that such laundry 
should be so constructed as to become a second day-room for females ; and that an addition 
to the number of cells should form part of the plan. The prison discipline on the female 
side requires a good deal of attention. The members of the Board of Superintendence, 
whom I had the advantage of meeting, concurred with me in opinion as to the necessity 
of clothing that class, the expense of which is a trifle in comparison with the advantages 
derivable from the arrangement. Without the power of introducing that propriety of man- 
ners and those decent habits, to both of which purposes a system of uniform clothing are 
indispensable, a matron cannot succeed in her endeavours to accomplish that improvement 
which is contemplated by the law, and for which such a moral officer to be appointed by 
the Grand Jury (exclusive of the female turnkey of the Sheriff, sect. 109) is required. 

The routine of duty is well arranged ; and the serving the provisions conducted with much 
accuracy and precision. 

1 1 8 . d 4 Bridewell 
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Bridewell at Moate. 

This prison is on a larger scale than those usually situated in quarter session towns ; it 
contains eveiy accommodation required for the classification of the prisoners, and is supplied 
with the furniture and allowances which the Prison Act requires. I found it extremely 
clean and in good order. 



SOUTH DISTRICT. 



County of Carlow Gaol. 

South This prison has now sufficient accommodation to classify and employ the prisoners, and 
District the liberal provision made by the Grand Jury and Board of Superintendence to secure moral 
— government and a sound discipline in this establishment calls for much zeal and attention 
on the part of the officers to carry into effect all the provisions of the Act of Parliament; 
there are only 45 prisoners confined at present, and the average number does not exceed 
that, which state of crime is highly creditable to this county, and makes it less excusable if 
any deficiency in work or moral improvement should exist ; the entire time of the resident 
officers could be employed in improving the habits of those under their care, and instructing 
them in some useful trade which would qualify them for a future life of industry. This 
attempt has been made to a small extent by employing seven male prisoners at shoemaking 
and tailors’ work, and I trust it will be extended so as to take advantage of the instruction 
from any tradesman who may be confined, in preference to stone-breaking ; the latter work 
is doubtless useful in preventing idleness, but has no tendency to improve the minds and 
general habits of prisoners. 

There is a tread-wheel to raise water for the use of the gaol ; a good school is established, 
and the female classes are carefully instructed and employed under a qualified matron. The 
prisoners are clothed in a gaol dress ; the books and accounts are kept with regularity ; and 
the diet economical and of a good quality. 

The sick are carefully attended to by the medical officer, but the hospital is not suffi- 
ciently furnished or prepared for the reception of patients. The wood-work of the gaol 
requires painting. 

District Lunatic Asylum. 

This refuge for the care of pauper lunatics for five counties continues to be conducted 
with as much zeal, humanity and care as usual, and it is my duty to state that I found, on 
inspection, the entire institution in a state of good order and practical usefulness, highly cre- 
ditable to the manager, Mr. M'Caffrey, and his assistants, and in no way inferior to our 
other valuable provincial asylums, in the employment and humane care of the patients, in 
the cleanliness and regularity of the system, and the proportion of cures and relief to the 
inmates. The female classes are attended to by a qualified matron, and much is due to the 
zealous attention of Dr. Stone, the medical officer. 

I had the satisfaction of meeting the Board of Directors, and suggested such things as 
appeared to me useful for their consideration and approval, especially increasing the quantity 
of ground and accommodation for classification and for incurable and epileptic cases, and 
the admission of a few patients all to pay a part of their support. This, however, would re- 
quire much examination previous to adoption, as well as an alteration in the Act. All the 
Kilkenny county lunatics have not been yet sent to the asylum. 

There are 122 patients confined ; 21 had been cured within the year, and four died ; S9 
of the whole number are incurables, originally received as such from the different counties. 

About 90 of the patients are daily employed at some useful, healthy and profitable work, 
as gardening, trenching ground, trades, servants, &c. &c. 



North 

District. 



County of Clare Gaol. 

This county prison continues to exhibit, in every particular, a sound system of discipline 
and good order, and proves how much may be done, under the adverse circumstances of want 
of accommodation, by a good governor and well-instructed assistants. There is not suffi- 
cient cells to give one to each of the average number confined, and there are not enough 
work-rooms to enable the governor to employ prisoners at trades or other occupations which 
would produce a profit to the county and improve the morals and habits of the inmates. 
Considerable exertions have been made by Mr. D’Arcy to establish works and make use 
of the tradesmen confined to instruct others ; but without sufficient accommodation this 
cannot be earned on to a great extent, and unless each prisoner has a cell at night, the good 
effects of a day of silence and industry will be counteracted be the debasing- intercourse 
necessarily taking place when three or four sleep together in one cell. The punishment also 
of confinement is much lessened when prisoners can congregate together by day or night, 
and the hope of lessening crime by discipline is partially abandoned. I feel much reluc- 
tance in asking the Grand Jury and Board of Superintendence, who have been so liberal in 
this esiabhslnuent, to present money for additional buildings, but it is my duty to state that 
without them we cannot expect more good than has been already effected. There are nqw 
only 73 cells for an average of 168 prisoners daily. \ 
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The legal classification is provided for in day-rooms and yards ; there is a tread-wheel to Sou 
execute the sentence to hard labour, and every prisoner is employed at work; a good Disti 

school is established, and the female classes are instructed and carefully attended to by a ' v 

well-qualified matron. 

The prisoners are all clothed in a gaol dress ; the King’s Bench bye-laws are established ; 
the diet is economical, cooked by steam, and served with much order ; the registries and 
accounts are carefully kept, and the sick provided for in a separate hospital, under the care 
of Dr. O’Bryan. 

The Board had a special meeting on the day of my inspection, and I submitted for their 
consideration the want of cells and profitable work, with such minor details as appeared to 
me calculated to be useful. 

Bridewell of County of Clare. 

There are four small bridewells in this county used at quarter sessions and by the mao-is- 
trates as temporary places of confinement previous to transmission to the county gaol; viz., 
Kilrush, Ennistymond, Tulla and Six-mile Bridge. 

They contain the legal accommodation, and are furnished. The pauper prisoners are fed • 
the registry regularly kept, and their keepers are attentive to their duty. Mr. D’Arcy, the 
governor of the county gaol, visits these small prisons periodically by the orders of the Board, 
and it has had an excellent effect. 



County Cork Gaol and House of Correction. 

The prison system of this large county, including the numerous bridewells in the sessions 
towns, has been conducted by the Board of Superintendence, and has been so carefully 
attended to by them, that it only remains for me to report their present state, and suggest 
such improvements for consideration as may appear necessary. 

There is sufficient accommodation in yards, day-rooms and cells for legal classification, 
with a turnkey to each class, a tread-wheel in the house of correction to execute the sentence 
to hard labour, and employment for all the tried prisoners transferred to that part of the gaol. 
1 here is, however, no work or occupation for those confined in the old county gaol except 
school instruction, though the average number confined there is 150. I would submit for 
consideration, that the trades carried on in the house of correction should be increased, and 
as many of the prisoners as possible to be removed each morning with their turnkeys into 
the house of correction for work ; and if this cannot be arranged, trades could, I think, be 
carried on in the yards and day-rooms of the old gaol. The new prison at Clonmel is worth 
examination for this purpose. 

A well-arranged school is established throughout this prison, and the female side is divided 
into seven classes and admirably conducted in every particular, under a qualified matron and 
assistants. The prisoners are all clothed in the house of correction, and partially so in the 
old gaol. There is a good code of bye-laws. The books and accounts are kept with neat- 
ness and accuracy, and the diet is economical, and served with regularity. 

The sick are attended to by the medical officer, but. he states that the accommodation is 
not sufficient, and the wards not ventilated. There are only three rooms, and the situation 
at the top of the prison is objectionable, not only from the want of convalescent yards, but 
the long narrow staircase to convey patients. 

The local inspector and governor of the county gaol are attentive and zealous officers, and 
I have no reason to doubt the efficiency of their assistants. The late inquiry held by the 
Board ol Superintendence, and its results, makes it unnecessary for me to remark on some 
practical errors in the management of the house of correction, which I trust will not again 
occur. The entire gaol is remarkably clean, and much regularity is obvious in all the details. 
Some arrangement should be made to prevent in future the number of irresponsible persons 
resident in this prison, as respects the large families belonging to the turnkeys ; they amount 
at present to upwards of 70 persons, including children. 



County Cork Bridewells. 

W f. have always reported in high terms of approbation the state of the small bridewells, 
and the control exercised over them by the Board of Superintendence of this county. They 
possess legal accommodation and furniture. The pauper prisoners are fed. The registry and 
accounts are kept with regularity, and the keepers are qualified and correct officers. 

Youghal bridewell is the only exception ; there are no yards, day-rooms, or any legal ac- 
commodation attached to it, and we must now submit for consideration that it should be abo- 
lished as the Act directs. The county bridewells are as follows : 



Middleton, 

Clonakilty. 

Skibbereen. 

Bandon. 

Macroom. 



Dunmanway. 

Mallow. 

Kanturk, 

Fermoy. 

Bantry. 



Michelstown. 

Cove. 

Roscarberry. 

Millstreet. 

Kinsale. 



Charleville. 

Youghal. 



City of Cork Gaol. 

I ms city prison has always been reported on favourably by us as respects the good order 
cleanliness and interior arrangements, which depends so much upon the resident officers, 
J 1 8. E and 
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South and the general control of the local inspector. On these points, and the economical manage- 

District, ment of the funds, diet, &c. & c. I have on this inspection only to repeat much approbation ; but 
— — — > — on the important subject of employment for every prisoner, minute classification by day, and 
a separate cell for each at night, there is a considerable defect. I have seen this prison twice 
within the year, and on both occasions repairs were making in consequence of the dry rot 
having been discovered in the roof, to so great an extent as to interfere much with classifica- 
tion, and the arrangements made to preserve order under this difficulty are very creditable 
to the officers. I trust when the alterations are completed that the local inspector will be 
enabled by the Grand Jury to provide permanent employment for every inmate, and such 
a system of restraint, schooling, silence, industry and separation as will necessarily produce 
moral reformation : so long as prisoners are indulged in any idleness, or permitted free in- 
tercourse together, the good effects to be produced in a gaol cannot be obtained ; and though 
there are not sufficient male cells in this establishment to give a separate cell to each on all 
occasions, yet the liberality of the Grand Jury in granting so many turnkeys should secure 
such constant inspection by these officers as to assist much in the system which I propose of 
industry and restraint ; a keeper should never be absent from his class, whether in the yards, 
at work, at school or at meals. 

There is a tread-wheel to execute the sentence to hard labour, and a school is established. 
The female department is attended to by a matron, and the females are employed in washing 
and working for the prison; but no other employment is provided for them, and no school 
instruction, yet there were 56 women confined. 

The prisoners are almost all clothed in a gaol dress. The books and accounts are regu- 
larly kept, and the sick are carefully attended to in a separate hospital. 

County of Cork Bridewell. 

This is a place of temporary confinement for the use of the city authorities for further 
examination, See. previous to removal to the gaol. The legal provisions for such places are 
provided, and it is kept clean and orderly. 

Lunatic Asylum, House of Industry. 

This extensive and humane refuge for the destitute lunatics and idiots of the county and 
city of Cork has existed for many years under local Acts of Parliament, and conducted by 
a committee chosen from the subscribers. There were 364 patients confined on the day of 
my inspection. Every attention is paid to the comfort and care of these poor creatures that 
medical skill and kind treatment can procure ; and the numbers sent out cured and conva- 
lescent under very adverse circumstances is highly creditable to Dr. Osborne, who conducts 
this establishment. It is, however, so deficient in room for classification, sufficient good and 
healthy single cells and day-rooms, and ground for the occupation and exercise of the 
patients, that I cannot but strongly recommend this asylum being at once placed under the 
provisions of the Act for District Lunatic Asylums, which would remove all these difficulties, 
and provide all that is necessary by an equitable tax on the county and city of Cork, instead 
of depending in part as at present on subscriptions and a Grand Jury presentment, which 
might by some fatality be withheld. Additional ground might then be purchased and a few 
buildings erected, which would make this one of the best public charitable institutions in 
the kingdom ; such a step would not involve any change of officers, or of the mode of 
government, but would at once give the means of providing accommodation and ground for 
exercise and work in the open air, on which (with moral treatment) mainly depend the hopes 
of the present cure of the disease. The modem asylums are amply provided with those 
means and good keepers ; but it is scarcely reasonable to expect they can be always pro- 
cured by an asylum in part supported by subscriptions. 

There are 160 idiots and epileptic cases out of the 364 confined ; many of them are em- 
ployed in cleaning the house and other labours, and very few indeed under any restraint; 
but nothing can compensate for the want of accommodation to classify and employ the 
inmates. 

The house of industry, to which this asylum is attached, is a well-regulated pauper insti- 
tution. It is, I believe, the largest in Ireland; it contains at present 995 paupers, including 
276 children, and appears to be managed with much economy and care. The school and 
hospital are remarkably neat, and well attended to. 

Private Lunatic Asylums. 

I visited the two private asylums kept near Cork, by Dr. Osborne and Dr. Bull. They 
appear to be conducted with much attention to the comfort and cure of the patients ; I do 
not believe that any abuse whatever exists in these establishments, and the inmates were 
under no unnecessary restraints. 

Convict Depot, Cork. 

This prison, used as a depot for female convicts by Government, preparatory to embarka- 
tion, is kept with as much care and cleanliness by the governor, Mr. Murphy, as the accom- 
modation admits of. Such employment as can be procured is provided, making convict 
clothing, &c. The diet is wholesome, and very economical, and some school instruction is 
given by the matron occasionally ; but this old building is quite unsuitable for the purposes 
of any discipline or classification. There were 250 females confined at my inspection ; they 

were 
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were necessarily congregated in large rooms and yards, without work or separation ; and it 
is very creditable to the officers under such circumstances, that so much order and peaceable 
demeanour was exhibited by the prisoners. A new depot should be erected, which would 
enable the Government to remove all convicts from the county gaols on conviction, and 
carry on a sound system of classification and employment, should they not be embarked at 
once for transportation. 

Hulk Surprise, at Cove. 

This vessel is capable of containing 150 prisoners. There were only 34 on board at my 
inspection, but occasionally it is crowded to excess. It is kept remarkably clean, the officers 
attentive to their duty, the diet wholesome and economical, the regulations enforced, and the 
accounts and registry carefully kept. There is some school instruction given by a convict, 
and occasional work when practicable ; but a prison ship does not admit of classification, 
regular work, or moral restraint. The prisoners for security are almost necessarily kept in 
irons, and no sound moral effect can be produced by such a system. I would submit for 
the consideration of Government that a depot should be erected for this class of prisoners at 
some convenient and central situation. 



County of Galway Gaol. 

This county gaol has always been reported by us favourably as to cleanliness and general 
good order, but deficient in full employment for the inmates, and consequently in that 
system of discipline (including school instruction) which is so remarkable in our best regu- 
lated prisons. 1 am, however, enabled on this inspection to report a considerable change in 
this respect ; and from the zeal and energy displayed by the governor and resident officers, 
and the active and intelligent assistance of the local inspector the Rev. Mr. D’Arcy, I have 
no doubt but this establishment will fully equal the gaols we are in the habit of reporting on 
so favourably. This will, however, require the assistance of the Board and Grand Jury in 
granting some small supplies to provide profitable employments and other minor arrange- 
ments, which the local inspector will propose for adoption. 

There is sufficient accommodation for six male classes and two female, with solitary cell, 
an hospital and chapel. 

There is a good tread-wheel, with apparatus attached for a marble yard. The prisoners 
are chiefly employed at stone-breaking at present ; but a few trades are introduced, and this 
system is proposed to be increased immediately, with a view to make the younger inmates 
better and more useful members of society. 

A school has been established by the local inspector at my suggestion, and he reports to 
me most favourably of the progress of it. 

The females are divided into two classes, under the care of a qualified matron and assist- 
ant. They are employed at various works, and it is proposed to obtain a laundry from the 
county and to wash for all the prisoners in future. The prisoners are all clothed, male and 
female, and much of it made in the gaol. The accounts and registries are regularly kept. 

The diet is bread and milk, there being no kitchen to dress the mixed diet, which would 
in most years be more economical. 

I would submit for the consideration of the Board of Superintendence and Grand Jury, the 
following wants in this gaol and county prisons : — 

1st. Two more turnkeys are required to carry on the discipline. 

2d. A cooking kitchen and laundry should be provided : the former is presented for. 

3d. Bye-laws should be made for the regulation of all duties and details. 

4th. The bridewells of the county should be placed under the care of the local inspec- 
tor, Mr. D’Arcy, who will visit them occasionally, as it is done in the county of Clare, 
with advantage and economy to the county ; his travelling expenses should be paid. 

Bridewells of the County Galway. 

The small prisons used in this county for the purposes of the quarter sessions and previous 
to transmission to the gaol, are as follows : — 

Loughrea. Eyrecourt. Woodford. 

Tuam. Clifden. Ballinasloe and Gort. 

The five first contain the necessary accommodation for the short time a few prisoners are 
detained, and are attended to by the keepers. The pauper prisoners are fed, and the returns 
made to our office. 

The bridewells at Goi’t and Ballinasloe are merely lock-up houses, quite unsuitable for the 
purpose ; they have not legal accommodation, and are not secure, fhe keepers are, how- 
ever, attentive to their duty ; and should new bridewells be erected, and the local inspec- 
tor, the Rev. Mr. D’Arcy, be requested to inspect the whole of them, the smaller pri- 
sons of this county would be in a very creditable state, and, notwithstanding the first cost of 
building, would eventually prove economical. 

Town of Galway Gaol. 

The additions to this prison are not yet finished, and, consequently, any report on the 
system and details would not convey a correct statement of the discipline or legal system 
] 1 8 . E 2 pursued 



South 

District. 
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South pursued in it, as from want of accommodation, furniture, yards and wash-rooms, the classi- 
District. fication and employment of the prisoners is impracticable to any extent. The liberal grants 

v ’ of the Grand Jury to erect this addition (or rather new prison) is a proof of their intention 

to conduct it on a sound system. The officers are attentive to their various duties, and from 
the regularity observed by the governor under the adverse circumstances of confined accom- 
modation, and various tradesmen at work, I have no doubt but this prison will be managed 
with credit and economy to the town. A tread-mill is intended to be put up, and a cooking 
kitchen, which would lessen the expense of the diet. 

The prisoners are not yet clothed as in the county gaol, and there is no school established. 

A few solitary cells are still wanting. 

A matron has been appointed, and the females are employed at work, as are also some of 
the male prisoners at stone-breaking. 

The Board of Superintendence meet when necessary ; the books are regularly kept, and 
the sick are carefully attended to by the medical officer. 

Ballinasloe Lunatic Asylum. 

This extensive provincial asylum was built to contain 150 patients, but is capable of 
accommodating 200. The district consists of the county and town of Galway, Mayo, Ros- 
common, Sligo and Leitrim ; it has now been in operation for two years, and the results are 
very creditable to the officers of the establishment. 

On the day of my inspection there were 147 patients, many supposed incurable, including 
epileptic and idiotic cases, which were in the commencement admitted from the county gaols. 
The cases sent out within the year convalescent and cured have been fully equal to the average 
from other asylums, and proving the efficiency of the system pursued in all. The order, 
cleanliness and regularity is highly creditable to the manager and. matron Mr. & Mrs. M'Ker- 
nan; and the medical department is carefully attended to by Dr. Hussy. From the 
extent of the district it is difficult to assemble a full board of managers, but the regulations 
they have established, and the interior economy practised, evinces the interest they take 
in this fine institution. 

The patients, both male and female, are employed as far as their cases will admit, and 
very few are under any restraint. There are 16 statute acres of ground to employ the in- 
mates, and the cost, including salaries and all expenses, does not exceed 17 Z. per head. 

If all the lunatics and incurable cases in the district are to be admitted, some additional 
accommodation should be provided for. The county of Sligo has not yet sent their propor- 
tion to the asylum ; they are still kept in the county gaol, where they cannot receive the 
classification, care and employment so generally necessary to the comfort, health and cure of 
this disorder. The gross number of admissions for the last two years are 253, out of which 
86 have been discharged, convalescent and cured. 

The manager proposes some trifling alterations, which I beg to submit for favourable con- 
sideration to the Board of Directors. 



County of Kerry Gaol. 

W e have every reason to be satisfied with the arrangements now made in this county 
prison for conducting it on an excellent system of moral government and discipline. The 
Grand Jury and Board of Superintendence have provided accommodation sufficient when the 
gaol is not crowded, for all the purposes of separation by day and night, with the number of 
turnkeys required to maintain constant inspection, employment, and the restraint necessary 
to prevent communication amongst the prisoners. The governor, deputy-governor and offi- 
cers are vigilant and attentive officers ; the regulations are adhered to strictly, and the 
local inspector, the Rev. Mr. Hurley, has, by much zealous attention to the interest of this 
public establishment, removed every difficulty, and laid the foundation for a system which 
will be creditable to the county, and, I trust, improve the habits of the inmates. 

The prisoners are all classed, and employed chiefly at stone-breaking, but an effort will 
be immediately made to introduce some trades calculated to benefit the individuals in future 
life. A good school is established, and much benefit has been derived from it. The female 
class are attended to by a valuable and qualified matron, who employs and gives them moral 
instruction. Bye-laws have been made ; the books and accounts are kept with accuracy ; 
the diet provided with economy and good order, and the sick carefully attended to by the 
medical officer. There is a good steam kitchen and laundry. Seventy-nine single cells. 

The tread-wheel requires some repairs, and I would recommend the adoption of a general 
prison dress for males and females, and some additional room for separating the females into 
classes. The sewers also require to be opened and enlarged ; and from the improvement 
made by the Board in one of them as an experiment, I beg to submit for their favourable 
consideration that the entire should be altered. 

Brideicells of the County Keiry. 

There are eight small bridewells in this county for the temporary confinement of prisoners 
at sessions and previous to removal to county gaol ; viz. 

Killarney. Cahirseveen. Castle Island. Tarbert. 

Milltown. Dingle. Listowel. Kenmare. 

Each contains the legal accommodation to separate the sexes, viz. two yards, two day- 
rooms and six cells, with keepers’ rooms. The regulations are attended to ; the pauper 
prisoners are fed, and the registry correctly kept. 
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County of Kilkenny Gaol. 

So far as the accommodation this prison affords for the numbers confined, it is kept in a v " 
very creditable state of order, cleanliness and discipline. The local inspector, governor and 
chaplains, on whose zeal and intelligence every thing connected with moral government 
depends, are active and valuable officers ; and it is to be regretted that, independent of 
the architectural defects of this old gaol, there is not sufficient room in single cells, day- 
rooms and convenient yards, to effectually classify and employ the prisoners, or to follow 
that system of restraint, silence and separation by night, with instruction and work by day, 
which alone is calculated to make a prison a place of rational punishment and moral 
improvement. 

There are only 48 cells for an average of 120 prisoners, consequently several sleep in the 
same cell, and some of the day-rooms are used as dormitories. The tried and untried are 
occasionally placed together, contrary to law, from want of room ; and the females are all 
in one class. There is no chapel, and the hospital contains only two rooms. There is no 
inspection from the governor’s apartments over this ill-constructed gaol ; the privies are in 
the corridors instead of the yards, and the latter are so far removed from the several classes 
that they are not always available for the purposes intended. Under these circumstances, 
it is my duty to submit to the Grand Jury for consideration the necessity of erecting some 
well-arranged additions for the above purposes. 

There is a good tread-wheel to execute the sentence to hard labour ; many of the inmates 
are employed, as far as practicable, at stone-breaking and other work, and it is proposed by 
the governor to try the instruction of some prisoners in trades. A good school is esta- 
blished, but all the prisoners are not obliged to attend. The female prisoners are carefully 
attended to by a qualified matron, and are clothed, instructed and employed ; there is a 
good laundry ; the prison accounts and registries are correctly kept ; the diet is wholesome 
and economical, and the sick are attended to by the medical officer. 

There is not a regular male prison dress ; and there are not sufficient turnkeys to assist 
the governor in his inspection and duty, as two of them are employed at the house of 
correction. 

House of Correction. 

This building is of no use whatever as a place of confinement to correct crime or enforce 
the legal objects of a sentence to imprisonment, as the prisoners are all together, without 
the possibility of an attempt to classify or separate them by day or night. There are four 
large rooms and two yards. There is no cell, hospital or chapel, or tread-wheel. There 
were 35 men confined under care of two turnkeys from the county gaol, who are correct 
and attentive officers. The men are employed at stone-breaking in the yard, and receive 
some school instruction. This place might be given up and sold, if a new house of correc- 
tion is built adjoining the county gaol. 

Lunatic Asylum for County and City. 

I visited this small asylum ; there were 28 idiots and lunatics, confined under the care 
of a manager and two keepers ; there are nine cells, two day-rooms and two yards, and half 
an acre of ground; the inmates are clothed, humanely treated, and attended by Dr. Ryan; 
but there are no means of employment or providing those comforts so necessary for these 
poor creatures, and they should be removed to the Carlow Lunatic Asylum, wheie eveiy 
thing for their cure and comfort is provided on an extensive scale, and with great economy. 

Bridewell at Tkomastown. 

This small prison for temporary confinement contains two day-rooms, two yards and two 
cells. It is kept clean and regular ; the pauper prisoners are fed, and the registry attended 
to ; a pump is wanted, and the sewers require cleansing. 



South 

District. 



City of Kilkenny Gaol. 

There is not legal accommodation in this city prison for any of the purposes of disci- 
pline or moral government; there are only 14 cells, three day-rooms and two available 
yards to classify, and employ an average of 30 prisoners ; consequently the tried and untried 
prisoners are mixed together, and at night several are congregated m one cell, where a 
vicious intercourse cannot be prevented. Part of the prison is some feet under the level ot 
the street ; there is no chapel or regular hospital, no tread-wheel and no schoolmaster. 
U nder these circumstances I must again submit, for the favourable consideration ot the brand 
Jury and Board of Superintendence, the absolute necessity of erecting a commodious prison 
in order to comply with the Prison Act of Parliament, and give the officers the means of 
legal classification, restraint and instruction, from which alone good hopes can be enter- 
tained of removing and improving the habits of those under their care, or carrying on a system 
happily now established in most of the county and city gaols in Ireland. 

The male prisoners are employed breaking stones in one yard for the use of the city streets, 
but receive no payment for this work. The females are under the care of a matron and 
some work and instruction is supplied. The local inspector, governor and assistants are 
ll 8. E 3 attentive 
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South attentive to their various duties, and were the means provided for them to classify and re- 

District. gulate the prison according to law, I have every reason to believe the duty would be zealously 

— v ■' performed. The side are attended to by the medical officer ; the chaplain’s duty is faithfully 

performed ; the books are correctly kept, and the diet is of a good quality. There is no ge- 
neral prison dress. 



j King’s County Gaol at Tullamore. 

The system pursued in this new county gaol has been always held in high estimation by 
Major Woodward and me, and this inspection has given me no cause to alter my opinion. 
The Board of Superintendence have so fully taken the management and control into their 
own hands, and are so well supported by the efficiency of the local inspector, that it is not 
possible for the interior economy to be mismanaged. They have had great difficulty to con- 
tend with in procuring profitable employment or carrying on trades to any extent, so as to 
give instruction to many of the younger criminals, but I trust these obstacles may be re- 
moved, and that the prisoners will obtain information in various trades calculated to raise 
them in the scale of society and improve their moral habits. If this can be effected to any 
extent in aid of the excellent school now established, 1 consider this institution would prove 
fully that crime may be in time much lessened by moral discipline. 

The gaol is much crowded at present, but contains accommodation in cells and day-rooms 
for the average number, giving a single cell to each prisoner at night ; the legal classification 
is provided for, and every person is employed when the weather permits, at stone-breaking 
chiefly. There is no tread-wheel, and great efforts are made to introduce weaving, but no 
permanent or profitable work has yet been discovered, and I would urge on the resident and 
paid officers to apply their attention to this point. 

The prison is kept remarkably clean and orderly, the governor, deputy and turnkeys are 
attentive, and the female classes are employed and instructed under the care of a well qualified 
matron. The prisoners are all clothed in a gaol dress. Good bye-laws are established, the 
books kept with great accuracy, and the diet remarkably economical. The sick are well 
attended to in separate hospitals by the medical officer. 

Two of the members of the Board of Superintendence visited the gaol on the day of my 
inspection, and I submitted to them for consideration the advantage and economy in fuel 
derived in Maryborough and city of Limerick gaols, by using stoves in the centre of the day- 
rooms, instead of the present fire-places ; I also suggested making potatoe starch as a very 
profitable employment. A considerable degree of silence is preserved, but it cannot be 
complete without the turnkey remains with his class all day, and to effect this another 
officer is required ; without constant inspection, permanent and useful work the entire day, 
and a single cell at night, the silent system, so much recommended, cannot fully be 
obtained. 

A remedy should also be found to prevent the classes seeing each other from their yards, 
and also to prevent the possibility of escapes, by the governor so arranging the duty of his 
under officers, that no movement could take place without the eye of an intelligent officer; 
escapes always occur from want of inspection, and can scarcely ever be excused from 
insecurity. 

Lord Charleville has given a quarry adjoining the prison to the county, which, when 
walled in, will provide this kind of work for many years. 

Parsonstown Bridewell. 

This district bridewell contains only 10 cells, two day-rooms and two yards ; it is kept clean 
and regular, the pauper prisoners are fed, the registry and accounts attended to, under the 
care of the local inspector and a qualified keeper. It has, however, ceased to be used per- 
manently as a prison for the criminals to remain in during the period of their sentence, and 
is used chiefly as a bridewell for the populous district it is situated in previous to transmis- 
sion to the county gaol at Tullamore. 



County of Limerick Gaol. 

Tiie increase of crime in this county has so overcrowded the new gaol that it was under 
great disadvantages on my inspection this year, from the numbers in each class, and the 
necessity of placing three prisoners in a cell at night, instead of that wholesome restraint 
secured by each having a cell. Notwithstanding this difficulty, I have every reason to 
be satisfied with the zeal and attention of Mr. Woodburn the governor, whose qualifica- 
tions are evinced by the good order of the whole establishment, and the successful exertions 
made by him to employ all the prisoners at trades or other work, and prevent the evil 
effects arising from intercourse amongst the inmates of a prison. 

The accommodation of this gaol in sleeping cells is not sufficient for the present average 
number of male prisoners ; however, the classification required by law is preserved by day. 
There is a well-constructed tread-wheel for those sentenced to hard labour, and the other 
prisoners are all employed chiefly at stone-breaking ; but considerable pains are taken to 
employ the tradesmen, and instruct some of the younger criminals in these profitable works ; 
40 prisoners were engaged in this way ; a good school is also provided, and much benefit 

obviously 
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obviously derived from it ; the female classes are carefully attended to, and employed and Sooth 
visited by a ladies’ committee occasionally. A new house has been erected for the matron District. 

and female prisoners, with a laundry and 10 cells, which will give some additional accom- ' v 

modation to the male classes. 

The Board of Superintendence meet twice every month, and have, for many years, given 
their valuable exertions to the welfare of this institution, controlling the entire interior eco- 
nomy and directing the system. 

The tried criminals only are clothed in a prison dress ; a code of bye-laws are established ; 
the books, accounts and registry are kept with great regularity. The food is cooked by 
steam, and provided with great economy, amounting to only 3d. per head, and the sick are 
carefully attended to by the medical officer. 

I submitted to the Board, at my inspection, the necessity of some additional assistance to 
the governor by employing extra turnkeys, while the prison was so crowded, to enforce the 
residence of all of them in the prison, and to provide all turnkeys with a uniform dress. 



County of Limerick Bridewells. 

There are six small prisons of this description in the county, containing a few cells, and 
separation for the sexes, and only used for a few days’ confinement previous to proceeding to 
the county gaol. They are situated as follows : — 

Glynn. Newcastle. Bruff. 

Kilfinnan. Bathkeale. Croome. 

The Board of Superintendence has taken up these bridewells as a part of their charge, and 
supply necessary furniture when required. The pauper prisoners are fed ; the returns cor- 
rectly kept, and the keepers attentive to their duty. 

New bridewells should be erected in Newcastle, Bathkeale and Bruff, as they are unsafe 
and insufficient places of confinement. 

District Lunatic Asylum at Limerick. 

I have been again much gratified at my inspection of this asylum for the lunatic poor of 
the district; additional accommodation has been provided by the orders of Government 
within the last year, and 1 1 acres of ground have been purchased to give employment to the 
inmates. 

The increase of patients since the opening of the additional wards proves the necessity of 
enlarging these asylums, and I would recommend for the consideration of the Board of Ma- 
nagers, that the large store-house on the ground lately purchased should be made available 
to receive the idiots and incurables from the house of industry in the city. It is very desir- 
able for the comfort, care and even possible cure of these helpless people, that all the cases 
of pauper lunacy and idiotism in Ireland should be collected in these district asylums 
(under our system) where funds are provided without depending on public charity. Should 
such an arrangement be made, it would exhibit a scene of national benevolence, not to be 
found elsewhere in Europe. 

There are at present in this asylum 247 patients ; 33 have been discharged cured, and four 
convalescent within the last year, and 11 died. There are generally employed about 160 
daily of the above number, and few, if any, under some mild restraint; about 120 are con- 
sidered incurables, but not utterly hopeless, as some cases of restoration to sense have occur- 
red even amongst them. 

The cleanliness, good order and usefulness of this establishment is so manifest to the dis- 
trict and every visitor, that it is unnecessary for me to comment on the efficiency of Mr. & Mrs. 
Jackson as manager and matron. The management cannot be too highly spoken of. The 
Board continue their zealous and kind control over the whole system ; and the medical 
department is carefully attended to by Dr. O’Callaghan. 



City of Limerick Gaol. 

This extensive city prison provides accommodation for the average number of prisoners, 
and is considerably improved in all the leading features of discipline under the new governor, 
Mr. Moore, who is a zealous and intelligent officer. The classification is legally complied 
with ; there is a tread-wheel to execute tile sentence to hard labour, and all the tried prisoners 
are employed in breaking stones for the streets of the city. A good school has been lately 
established, conducted bv the turnkeys, instructing each class. The female prisoners are 
now attended to by a qualified matron, and constantly employed at vanous works, and the 
conduct and character of the under resident officers greatly improved. 1 he books and 
general accounts of the gaol are correctly kept. The diet is economically provided tor, and 
cooked by steam ; and the sick are carefully attended to in a separate hospital. 

This gaol has been remarkable for many years for the economy of the system, and the local 
inspector continues his zealous attention to the interests of the entire establishment, under the 
directions of the Board of Superintendence. This prison is necessarily often crowded with 
debtors, but the mayor of Limerick has considerably reduced the number by enforcing the 
clause. of the Prison Act, as to pauper debtors being supported by then-creditors at his 
weekly court. I mention this in the hope that the system may he adopted m other large 
11 8. M clUeS * 
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South cities. The mode of heating the rooms by stoves in the centre, instead of fire-places, is 

District, also worthy of example, both for economy and comfort. It has been adopted in Mary. 
— • ' borough gaol with manifest advantage. 

I would submit for the consideration of the Board of Superintendence that a general gaol 
dress for the females and tried prisoners would be legal and creditable : some work should 
also be provided for the untried male prisoners, and a small profit given to those who break 
stones for the streets. 

The stone-breakers should also not be assembled in one yard for the purpose, as it inter- 
feres in some degree with classification. I would also recommend that the Court of King’s 
Bench bye-laws should be adopted. 



Lunatic Wards, House of Industry . 

There are 69 cases of idiots and incurable lunatics provided for in this valuable institu- 
tion for the poor of Limerick. They are humanely treated ; but as there is not sufficient 
accommodation to employ or classify them, I hope the increased room of the provincial 
asylum will enable the city to remove them to it. The economy, schools and general good 
order of this pauper establishment reflects much credit on the authorities of the city and the 
managing directors. 



County of Mayo Gaol at Castlebar. 

The new county prison is at length occupied, and all the difficulties surmounted by the 
zealous exertions and interference of the High Sheriff, Mr. Gilden, to whom we are much 
indebted for his assistance and support in arranging this fine county establishment. The old 
prison and house of correction are abandoned, and I am relieved from the painful duty of 
exposing all its defects and evils. 

The accommodation of the new gaol will, I trust, amply provide for legal discipline in all 
its branches ; and should a correct system be carried on, of which I have no doubt, crime 
will be diminished, and the county will have no reason to regret the money expended in 
accomplishing so desirable an end. 

There are sufficient yards, day and work-rooms, with 140 sleeping cells, which gives one 
to each, when the numbers do not exceed the average. The legal classification is complied 
with ; there is a tread-wheel to execute the sentence to hard labour, and arrangements are 
making to employ the prisoners in trades or other useful and profitable works, whereby the 
prisoners will necessarily leave the gaol better subjects, and probably in many cases morally 
improved characters. 

A good and efficient school is established ; considerable progress is made in preventing any 
intercourse amongst the prisoners (so necessary to go6d government in a gaol) ; and the local 
inspector and governor, with the chaplains, all unite in a zealous desire that this institution 
should be remarkable in Ireland for good order, and a system found by experience to effect 
the best results, viz. rational punishment for crime, and moral reformation necessarily arising 
from instruction, employment, due restraint, prevention of all intercourse, combined with 
humane treatment and moral example. I look with confidence to the aid of every officer to 
obtain these great objects. If we tail it is to be attributed to them, and I shall be as ready 
to expose it as I am now to praise the exertions manifest in each department. 

Bye-laws have been established ; the tried prisoners are clothed in a prison dress ; the 
books, registry and accounts are regularly kept ; the diet is served with great decorum, 
order and economy, costing only 3 d. per head; and the sick are carefully attended to by 
the medical officer in a well-regulated hospital. 

The female prisoners are divided into two classes, under the care of a matron and assist- 
ant, and are partially employed and instructed. I trust this important department will not 
be neglected. I submitted to the board some regulations connected with it, which I trust 
will be enforced. If a good system is not commenced with, it will be the more difficult to 
introduce it ; and I should regret to see the character of this gaol injured by the neglect of 
any one class of prisoners. 

The matron or her assistant (if qualified') should be sent to Lifford, Derry or Ennis gaols 
to obtain instruction, and the example followed in every particular. We cannot too highly 
appreciate the value to society of well-regulated and morally instructed female classes in the 
prisons. 

To the Grand Jury and Board of Superintendence- I feel greatly indebted for their kind 
attention to my suggestions as to this new gaol. I submitted to the latter some minor _ 
details at my inspection ; and if some small funds are now provided to carry on works, they 
will be amply repaid by the result, as well as by the profits which will arise, if earned on 
with energy ; we have instances in some gaols of the work repaying a large portion of the 
dietary of the inmates. 

There are sufficient turnkeys to conduct the details of this prison ; but I would beg to 
impress on the High Sheriff and Grand Jury the importance of this class of officers being 
highly qualified. A governor can effect little good, if not supported by intelligent, moral 
and obedient turnkeys. They should be appointed and dismissed by the Board after ex- 
amination ; but I would submit for consideration that so long as the governor has the con- 
fidence 
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fidence of the Board, none should be appointed without his approval after examination and Smith 
trial. They should all sleep m the gaol, be clothed in uniform, and their families in future District 

not allowed to reside in the prison. The support of the Board as to the governor’s control 1 , 

over the turnkeys is of vital importance ; and he should have full power to suspend them till 
the Board shall decide on the complaint. Some rooms in the female class may be given 
up for the turnkeys, which are much wanted; two rooms are as much as any matron is 
allowed in other prisons, as their families are never admitted. 

Some painting is required for the wood-work, and the dome of the chapel should be 
secured by wired lattice. Some of the cliimnies smoke, which causes much inconvenience- 
and a forcing pump should be placed over the well in the hospital yard. I cannot conclude’ 
without reporting that Mr. Rogers, the governor, has shown much zeal and intelligence in 
occupying the new prison. On him will depend much of the well-being of this great county 
institution. J 

Ballinrobe Bridewell. 

This small prison contains the legal accommodation for a few nights’ confinement pre- 
vious to transmission to the county gaol. It is kept clean and regular; the pauper prisoners 
are fed, and the returns and quarterly accounts correctly kept. 



Queen's County Gaol. 

This new county gaol has been gradually improving since it was first occupied, and 
adopting those sound principles of discipline and employment which in full operation aie 
alone calculated to secure the rational punishment and reformation of the criminals. The 
old gaol was a scene of great disorder, and is not easy at once to change the habits of 
the people, and establish a great moral system in so extensive a county institution ; many 
difficulties necessarily arise, especially in procuring profitable and useful work, and in the 
frequently crowded state from the increase of crime ; minute classification is thus occa- 
sionally abandoned, however large the prison may be, and the Board of Superintendence 
and officers have no remedy for such a casualty. Notwithstanding these difficulties, I am 
enabled to report this county gaol now as among our first class prisons, and the system 
pursued is highly creditable to the county, and to he attributed to the control of the Board 
and the support given by them to the officers. The governor, Mr. Wilson, is intelligent and 
zealous in the execution of his various duties, and ready to adopt any suggestions for 
improvement. He reports favourably of his under-officers, and the local inspector continues 
his attention to the interests and interior economy of the whole establishment. 

There are only 87 cells, which does not give sufficient accommodation for the present 
average number of prisoners. The classification, however, is correct. There is a o-ood 
tread -wheel, and great exertions are made to employ the prisoners at useful trades ; but as 
yet the difficulty of obtaining profitable work is not surmounted, and recourse is had to 
stone-breaking. A good school is established by each turnkey for their class, and the 
females are divided into two classes, and provided with work and instruction by a competent 
matron. The prisoners are, for the most part, clothed in gaol dress. Bye-laws are esta- 
blished, and the books and accounts kept with regularity. 

The sick are carefully attended to, in a good separate hospital, by the medical officer, 
and the diet of the prison is very economical and of a good quality. 

The prison is heated by stoves in each day room, which has fully succeeded in diffusing 
a more equal heat and a saving in the consumption of fuel. It is, I consider, a practice 
worthy of adoption in other gaols. 



Bridewells. 

Theke are three small prisons in this county, containing only four cells, one yard and 
two day-rooms each, for the temporary confinement of prisoners previous to transmission to 
the county gaol. They are visited periodically by Mr. Wilson under the orders of the Board 
of Superintendence, and are kept in the best order. The keepers are attentive officers, the 
pauper prisoners are fed, and the registry attended to. They are situated at Stradbally, 
Borris in Ossory, and Abbeyleix. 

District Lunatic Asylum at Maryborough. 

This provincial asylum for the lunatic poor has been occupied for nearly three years; it 
was built to contain only 100 patients, but from the numerous applications, it has frequently 
received more, and could, with a very moderate expenditure, be made capable of containing 
150 ; this arrangement is in progress, and will probably provide for the present wants of the 
district. These asylums have so manifestly succeeding in the cure of many of these 
destitute creatures, in the humane care and treatment of all, as well as in the moderate 
expenses of the food and other necessaries, I cannot but submit for favourable consideration 
the advantage that would arise to each district by providing ample accommodation for all 
cases curable and incurable, including idiots, &e. 

1 1 8. f There 
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District. 



There are 14 acres attached to this institution, which gives healthy employment to the 
male patients, preparing the land for crops, quarrying, making roads, walks, hedges, sewers, 
and collecting manure. Some trades are also taught, and the females are occupied at 
washing, spinning, knitting, See. There were 109 patients on the day of my inspection, 
and 75 °of these were at work, and only two under restraint of the mildest description. The 
expense per head per day, including salaries of officers, food and clothing, is only is. id. 

Nothing can exceed the cleanliness, interior economy and good order of this establishment 
under the care of Mr. and Mrs. Abbott, the manager and matron, who are both highly 
qualified for the office. The medical care of the patients is zealously conducted under the 
care of Dr. Jacob, and the entire establishment is under the control of a Board of Directors. 

Twenty-eight inmates have been discharged cured and convalescent during the last year, 
which is a large proportion, when it is stated that there are 41 supposed incurable cases in 
the asylum. 



County of Tipperary Gaol and House of Correction. 

The crowded state of this county gaol compared with the accommodation has hitherto 
obliged us in our annual reports to confine ourselves to the mere statement that the prisoners 
obtained all their rights. A system of moral government, with its influence in the way of 
lessening crime ; the indispensable aids to effective discipline; separate cells at night ; school 
instruction; a day of industry and constant labour, accompanied with a rule of silence and other 
moral restraints, could not be obtained without additional buildings, increasing the number 
of zealous and intelligent resident officers, the Board of Superintendence and Grand Jury 
giving that support which alone could ensure success. 

It is a pleasing duty on this year’s inspection to report that the new house of correction 
is finished and occupied, and that the trial, so far as the effecting employment by day, with 
separate night cells for 100 tried male prisoners, has been made, and has so far succeeded as 
to manifest that profitable work can be carried on in this gaol. Mr. Ryan, the super- 
intendent of work, has been lately appointed, and has evinced much zeal and intelligence in 
arranging and establishing general employment and introducing various trades ; and under 
the control and directions of the Board, I think he will prove an efficient and valuable 
officer. Mr. Pendergrast, the governor of the house of correction, has not sufficiently 
interfered in the discipline and punishments of this department, for which he is responsible, 
and has committed it much to Mr. Ryan, and in my judgment, coercion has been made the 
instrument of enforcing work and good conduct in some instances where kindness and moral 
influence would more effectually succeed. The governor is the authorized person to punish 
and pardon, and from the conversation I had with some of the Board and the officers, I am 
. satisfied that whatever mistake has occurred will be at once remedied. 

There are five classes in the new house of correction, with a turnkey to each ; every prisoner 
is employed by day, and has a single cell by night; various trades are taught, and a 
considerable degree of silence is preserved. There is, however, no school instruction carried 
on, and no general clothing for the prisoners, which I would submit for the favourable con- 
sideration of the Board of Superintendence and Grand Jury. 

In the old house of correction there are 75 prisoners, 30 of whom are sentenced to hard 
labour, and are employed at the tread-wheel ; the remainder are idle, under the care of only 
one turnkey; no school, or work, and from want of sufficient cells at night three fre- 
quently sleep together. I recommended that all prisoners, not at the tread-wheel, should be 
removed every morning to the other prison, and employed by Mr. Ryan as superintendent of 
the works. 

In the old county gaol there were 77 prisoners in eight classes, under the care of only two 
turnkeys. There is not near sufficient accommodation to give a cell to each prisoner; 
there is no employment or rooms for labour, no general clothing, and the bread diet is 
issued, there being no cooking kitchen. There is a schoolmaster, and I have suggested a 
better arrangement of his time, which was at once adopted. 

Notwithstanding these defects in moral government and discipline, which the officers 
cannot remedy, I found the gaol remarkably clean and orderly, and the general regulations 
are attended to by the local inspector and resident officers. 

The Board were kind enough to meet me at the gaol, and are most anxious to find work 
for the prisoners, and establish a sound system of discipline. Perhaps some of those now con- 
fined in the old °;aol could be moved each morning also to Mr. Ryan’s department, and be 
employed, should he be able to extend the works; but additional building, as crime 
increases, is the only effectual remedy for the evils arising from large bodies of prisoners con- 
gregated by day and night. The female classes are carefully attended to under a qualified 
matron, are provided with work and school instruction in two classes. This department is 
very creditable also to the county. 

The books and accounts of this entire establishment are carefully kept, and the sick 
attended to in a good hospital by the medical officer. 

Bridewells 
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South 

Bridewells. District. 

We have frequently submitted to the Board the advantage that would arise to these minor 
prisons by their becoming the objects of their care and control as is practised in the county 
of Cork, which would prevent the possibility of abuse, and secure the selection and zeal of 
good officers chosen from the turnkeys of the county gaol, instead of some of the present 
local officers, over whom there is scarcely any control, except what emanates from our office. 

The unpaid inspection of the parochial clergy is humanely and often usefully undertaken by 
them, but nothing short of the interference of the Board of Superintendence will regulate 
them perfectly. The prisoners are only detained in them a few days, and were the Grand 
Jury and High Sheriff to request the Board to take charge of them, a good system would at 
once be established. There are 11 small bridewells; viz. : — 



Roscrea 

Thurles 

Cashel 

Nenagh 

Clogheen - 

Templemore 

New Birmingham 

Tipperary - 
Newport - 
Cahir 

Borrisokane 



These prisons for temporary confinement have sufficient ac- 
commodation, are furnished, the pauper prisoners are fed, and the 
quarterly returns sent to our office ; and were the appointment 
and removal of the keepers in the power of the Board of Super- 
intendence, the duties would be better performed, and no diffi- 
culty would arise in correcting every error. 



These four prisons have not legal accommodation, and should 
be abolished under the Gaol Act of Parliament, unless the Grand 
Jury provide by presentments for new bridewells. 



Provincial Lunatic Asylum at Clonmel. 

This asylum for the lunatic poor is calculated to contain GO patients from Tipperary county. 
The manager, Mr. Hitchcock, has by judicious arrangements been able to receive at least 
90 without any inconvenience. This institution only opened in January last, and is con- 
sequently in its infancy; 79 lunatics have been already admitted, and 20 have been dis- 
charged convalescent. Considerable progress has been made in employing the patients, 
especially in labour, on the ground attached to the institution. Looms for weaving are to 
be provided, and all the improvements in the established provincial asylums are gradually 
adopting, and from the zeal and intelligence of the manager this small asylum will, I doubt 
not, be as efficient as any other. The accounts and registry are kept in the neatest 
manner, and the cleanliness and good order of the institution is highly creditable. 

The female classes are attended to by a qualified matron, Mrs. Crofton. The patients are 
employed at various works as far as practicable, and this department of the institution is 
conducted with much zeal and humane attention. 

The Board of Local Commissioners are unwearied in their kind attention to the inter- 
ests of this establishment, and the medical officer attentive to his various and import- 
ant duties. 



County of Waterford Gaol. 

Since last inspection a tread-wheel has been erected, which is the only alteration I have 
to report. The prison is kept remarkably clean and regular, so far as the legal rights of 
the inmates are concerned. The governor and his under resident officers are attentive to 
their various duties, and I have every reason to consider them capable of conducting a 
sound system of discipline and moral government' were the means provided for them, includ- 
ing school instruction, minute classification, ample employment for every prisoner at some 
useful and profitable work ; a single cell for each at night, followed by a day of constant 
labour and wholesome restraint as to any intercourse whatever with their fellow prisoners. 

This gaol has never possessed any of those advantages, chiefly from want of accommoda- 
tion in work-rooms, a sufficient number of single sleeping cells, and want of turnkeys or 
assistants to carry on such a system. It is one of the old gaols, erected without the modern 
views of ample classification, inspection and work, and I doubt much if any additions 
would fully remedy the evil ; but it certainly would do so to a great extent, and if the Grand 
Jury should decide upon making alterations, we will provide^ a plan for the purpose, and 
give every aid our official experience may enable us ; whatever may be the expense of pro- 
viding what is necessary, we feel confident that it will be repaid by lessening crime in the 
county, and sending many, if not all, prisoners out of the gaol better subjects and morally 
improved characters. 

The present accommodation provides for only five male classes, and 52 cells for an average 
of 80 . prisoners, and there are no work-rooms. It often occurs that three or four prisoners 
sleep in one cell. 

11 8 . F 2 There 
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South There has been no schoolmaster for many years, but since my inspection in September last, 
District, the local inspector the Rev. Mr. Hobson, has evinced his anxiety for the good of the gaol’ 
— ' by calling a meeting of the Board of Superintendence, and obtaining from them permis- 

sion to appoint a schoolmaster, and he informs me that instruction is now given to the 
prisoners. _ . 

There is no general clothing allowed in this gaol. 

There is no steam kitchen for cooking the diet. 

There are no bye-laws to regulate the duties. 

No Roman Catholic chaplain attends the prisoners, of which they complained. 

The female prisoners are attended to by a matron, and are employed occasionally at 
work. 

The books are regularly kept, and the sick are attended to by the medical officer. 



Bridewells in County of Waterford. 

There are only two small prisons in this county ; viz. Dungarvan and Lismore. 

They are calculated only to contain a few prisoners for a short period till forwarded to 
the county gaol ; they are kept clean ; the pauper prisoners are fed, and the quarterly returns 
furnished to our office regularly. Lismore bridewell has only two cells, and should he 
enlarged if it is to continue in use as a place of confinement even for a few days. 

Provincial Lunatic Asylum at Waterford. 

I inspected this new establishment ; it is calculated to contain 100 patients for the county 
and city of Waterford ; it is quite in its infancy, having only lately commenced receiving 
patients. There were only 16 male and 19 female lunatics confined, and arrangements only 
making for its permanent and useful progress, and I have no reason to doubt that it will 
prove to be an admirable public institution. There are 10 acres of ground attached to it, and 
22 of the inmates were employed, though it only opened in July for the reception of patients. 

The incurable cases in the city house of industry should, when practicable, be removed 
here, where they could be attended to and employed better than where the confined accom- 
modation precludes those comforts so necessary to the welfare of this helpless class. 



City of Waterford Gaol. 

There were only 24 prisoners in this city gaol at my inspection, and the most of them 
were debtors. The female criminals and some of the males are removed after sentence to the 
house of correction near the city, where there is a tread-wheel and occasional employment, 
so that this prison scarcely becomes a subject for report beyond cleanliness, security, supply 
of provisions and furniture, and the good conduct of the officers. In all these reports, I have 
to report, for the information of the Grand J ury, that their city prison is remarkably well 
attended to. 

There is a sufficient accommodation if the present average numbers do not increase. But 
there is no tread-wheel or other employment, no school instruction, and the prisoners are not 
clothed. The mixed diet is economically provided, hut it is not dressed in one kitchen. 

The books and accounts are correctly kept, and the sick are attended to by the medical 
officer. 

House of Correction and City Female Prison. 

This place of confinement contains four day-rooms, four yards and 31 cells. There is a 
tread-wheel and sufficient room to employ the inmates at trades or other work, but the male 
prisoners are generally idle, and without regular school instruction, and consequently the 
great objects of discipline, viz. punishment and moral improvement, are not attended to. 
The females are placed under a correct matron. Borne employment and schooling are pro- 
vided for this class. There were 13 male and six female prisoners, who are all clothed, but 
there is no general kitchen, and bye-laws are not established to regulate the system . The 
prison is kept extremely clean, the officers are attentive, and were they provided with the 
means to employ every individual, and carry on a system of silence and discipline, this 
would become a very creditable small prison. 

Lunatic Wards, House of Industry. 

This charitable county institution has always allocated a few cells for the accommodation 
of the lunatic and idiot poor, and has generally had for many years upwards of 100 of this 
class, where they are fed and clothed and treated humanely, but so crowded as to prove 
injurious and quite impracticable to give them that employment and expensive care so neces- 
sary to the care and comfort of these poor creatures. 

The Provincial Asylum lately built near this city has received 35 lunatic cases from the 
house of industry, and nearly 800 remains. 

The 
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The whole should be removed to the asylum as soon as practicable, where officers, ground South 
for employment, and every comfort is provided, and no additional expense to the county or District, 
city beyond what has been already incurred. 1 » 



County of Wexford Gaol. 

There is not sufficient accommodation in this prison to carry on the discipline required 
by the Act of Parliament, and if the Grand J ury do not erect a house of correction with 
50 single cells and a few work rooms, it is my duty to report to them, that in my judgment 
uo sound and effectual system of the correction of crime and the moral improvement of 
prisoners can be carried on. The officers of this county gaol appear to me to be zealous and 
intelligent, and anxious to obtain the means of separation and useful employment for the 
inmates. The Board of Superintendence had a meeting on the day of my inspection, and 
quite agreed with me in the necessity of additional room to give a single sleeping cell to 
every prisoner, and such minute classification at work by day as would secure that silence 
and restraint so necessary m all prisons. It only remains for me to report the present state 
of this gaol, and to urge on the favourable consideration of the Grand Jury the advantages 
which would arise to this establishment by presenting money to execute the above additions 
in front of the old gaol, according to a plan that will be laid before them. It would not, 
I believe, exceed 3,000 Z., and the Government would as usual advance the amouut free of 
interest, to be repaid by small instalments. 

There is a tread-wheel in this gaol, but it is out of order and requires alteration ; some of 
the prisoners are employed at stone-breaking for the roads ; a good school is established, 
and the female department is carefully attended to by a qualified matron, but the female 
prisoners are not provided with a gaol dress. The accounts and registries of this prison 
are correctly kept, and the sick are carefully attended to by the medical officer. The 
defects in this gaol are as follows : — 

There are only 46 cells for an average of nearly SO prisoners, consequently three or four are 
frequently congregated in one cell at night ; and there are not work rooms to employ the 
inmates at some useful trades ; the prisoners are not clothed in a general prison dress ; 
there are no bye-laws, and there is no cooking kitchen to dress a mixed diet, which obliges 
the Board of Superintendence to issue bread diet, and this costs 6 Id. per head, nearly 
double the expense of other gaols where the potatoe diet is used. The chapel is not sut- 
ficiently divided into classes, and the solitary cells are not ventilated. 

Bridewells. 

These small prisons for temporary confinement at sessions, &c. are as follows : — New 
Ross, Gorey and Enniscorthy. 

The legal accommodation for separating the sexes and a few cells are provided for ; the 
pauper prisoners are fed, the registry kept, and the keepers are attentive to their duty. A 
metal pump is absolutely necessary for the well in the yard at New Ross bridewell, and a 
sewer to carry off the water, with some repairs on the prison roof. 



Lunatic Wards in House of Industry. 

Tiieue are 34 idiots and incurable cases of lunacy confined. They are humanely and 
kindly treated in this valuable and charitable institution for paupers, but should be removed 
to the provincial asylum at Carlow, if possible, where more comfort and care is provided 
on an extensive scale for such objects of charity. 



County of Wicklow Gaol. 

I found this small county gaol in a very clean and orderly state ; the prisoners are 
supplied with food, clothing and legal furniture, and the officers are attentive and humane 
in the execution of their duty. The low state of crime is very creditable to the county. 
The average number of prisoners does not exceed 30, and on the day ot my inspection there 
were 16 male prisoners. These however were quite idle, and were not legally classed, from 
want of another yard and day-room. I need scarcely say, that a public institution of this 
kind should aim at something more than safe-keeping and the mere supply of the legal 
food and furniture. If a moral discipline is not pursued, consisting in constant employ- 
ment, due restraint, silence, instruction and classification by day and night, imprisonment 
can never tend to produce a good effect on the habits and future lives of criminals. How- 
ever few the numbers, useful occupation at various trades might be found, instruction in 
which will ever tend to raise individuals in the scale of society, and in some of the gaols 
much of the expenses are repaid by work. 

11 8 . i; 3 The 
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South 

District. 



The female classes are instructed and employed by the matron, and both, male and female 
prisoners are clothed in this prison. 

There is a schoolmaster, and the duty is performed with good effects. The tread-wheel 
labour for those sentenced to it is attended to. The diet is good and economical, costing 
only 3 Id. per head. The sick are carefully provided for in an hospital by the medical 
officer, and the gaol books and registries are regularly kept. 

Another yard and day-room are necessary to enable the governor to comply with the 
legal classification ; and furniture is much wanted for the hospital. There are only 32 cells 
in this gaol. 

Two members of the Board of Superintendence were kind enough to meet at the inspec- 
tion, to whom I submitted the important point of employment for the prisoners. 

The local inspector and chaplains continue their attention to the various duties of their 
office. 



Baltinglass j District Bridewell. 

Thb accommodation of this small prison is sufficient for the average number of prisoners 
usually confined in it. There are only three day-rooms, ten cells and three yards. Legal fur- 
niture is supplied, the pauper prisoners are fed, the sick are attended to, and the accounts cor- 
rectly kept. The keeper is a careful and attentive officer, and the matron gives instruction and 
some employment to the female prisoners. The bridewell is constantly inspected by the 
members of the Board of Superintendence, who have undertaken the control of it. 

It is my duty, however, to state that there is no work for the prisoners, and the tread- 
wheel is out of order for a length of time, and consequently no sound restraint exists beyond 
the deprivation of liberty, and no moral effect can be expected on the minds or future 
prospects of the inmates. 

Some repairs are wanted on the roof and other parts of this prison. 
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SCHEDULE (A.) 



RETURN OP WORK AND SCHOOLS IN THE SEVERAL GAOLS IN IRELAND. 
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(B.) 

LIST OF PRISONS. 



DUBLIN DISTRICT: 
Kihnainham 
Green-street 
S. Circular-road 
Grange Gorman-lane| 
Marshall-lane 
Green-street 
Green-street 
Saint Sepulchre’s 



county gaol, 
newgate. 

|house of correction. 

ditto (female.) 
|four courts marsholsca. 
sheriffs’ prison, 
city marshalsea. 
manor prison. 



NORTH DISTRICT: 
Carriekfergus 
Belfast 
Antrim 
Ballymoney 
Ballymena - 
Armagh 
Ballibot 
Lurgan 
Market-hill 
Cavan 

Baileborough 
Ballyconnell 
Cootehill 
Lifford 
Donegal 
Letterkonnv 
Downpatrick 
Newry 
Enniskillen 
Newtown Butler 
Naas 

Athy - - 

Carrick-on-Shannon | 
Ballinamorc 
Manor Hamilton - 
Londonderry 
Coleraine - 
Magherafelt 
Newtown Limavady 
Longford 
Dundalk 
Drogheda - 
Ardee 

Trim - - - 

Kells - - 

Navan 
Monaghan - 
Cavriekmaeross - 
Castleblaney 
Roscommon 
Athlone 
Boyle 

Castlerea - 
Strokestown 
Sligo - 
Bailymoto - 
Omagh 
Clogher 
Dungannon - 
Strabane 
Mullingar - 
Moate 



Armagh 



Donegal 

Down 

Fermanagh 

Kildare 

Leitrim 

Londonderry' 



Longford 

Louth 



Meath 
Monaghan - 
Roscommon 



Sligo 

Tvrone 



SOUTH DISTRICT: 



Carlow 

Clare 



Carlow 

Ennis 

Ennistymond 

Kilrush 

Six Mile Bridge - 

Tulla 

Cork 

Cork - - 

Cork 

Kinsale 



county gaol. 
|house of correction, 
bridewell, 
bridewell, 
bridewell, 
county gaol, 
bridewell, 
bridewell, 
bridewell, 
county gaol, 
bride welL 
bridewell, 
bridewell, 
county gaol, 
bridewell, 
bridewell, 
county' gaol, 
bridewell, 
county gaol, 
bridewell, 
county gaol, 
county gaol, 
county' gaol, 
bridewell, 
bridewell, 
county’ gaol, 
bridewell, 
bridewell, 
bridewell, 
county' gaol, 
county gaol, 
town gal*], 
bridewell, 
county' gaol. 

bridewell. 

bridewell. 

county gaol. 

bridewell. 

bridewell. 

county gaol. 

bridewell. 

bridewell. 

bridewell. 

bridewell. 

county' gaol. 

bridewell. 

comity gaol. 

bridewell. 

bridewell. 

bridewell. 

county gaol. 

bridewell. 



county gaol, 
county’ gaol, 
bridewell, 
bridewell, 
bridewell, 
bridewell, 
comity gaol, 
city' gaol, 
bridewell, 
corporation gaol. 











CLASS 


COUNTY 




SITE. 




of 










PRISON. 


South District ( continued .) 






Cork 


- 


Youglial 


- 


corporation gaol. 


— - 


- 


Band on 


- 


bridewell. 


- - 


- 


Bantry 


- 


bridewell. 


- _ 


_ 


Castletown 


. 


bridewell. 


- - 


- 


Clonakilty - 


- 


bridewell. 


- - 


- 


Cove - 


- 


bridewell. 


- - 


- 


D unmamvay 


- 


bridewell. 


— _ 


- 


Foraioy 


- 


bridewell. 


- . 


- 


Kanturk 


_ 


bridewell. 


- _ 


- 


Maeroom - 


_ 


bridewell. 


- _ 


_ 


Mallow 


_ 


bridewell. 


_ _ 


- 


Middleton - 


_ 


bridewell. 


- _ 


- 


Mill-street - 


- 


bridewell. 


_ _ 




Michclstown 


- 


bridewell. 


- - 


- 


Roscarbcrry 


- 


bridewell. 


- - 


- 


Slcibbereen 


- 


bridewell. 


Gahvay' 


- 


Galway 


- 


county gaol. 


- - 


- 


Galway 


- 


town gaol. 


- - 


- 


Ballynasloo 


- 


bridewell. 


_ _ 


- 


Clifdcn 


_ 


bridewell. 


- _ 


- 


Eyrecourt - 


_ 


bridewell. 


— _ 


- 


Gort - 


_ 


bridewell. 


- _ 


- 


Louglirca - 


- 


bridewell. 


- _ 


- ■ 


Tuam 


_ 


bridewell. 


- _ 


- 


Woodford - 


_ 


bridewell. 


Kerry 


- 


Tralee 


- 


comity gaol. 


— _ 


- 


Cahirscvcen 


_ 




- _ 


- 


Castle Island 


_ 


bridewell. 


- - 


_ 


Dingle 


_ 


bridewell. 


- _ 


_ 


Kenmaro 


_ 


bridewell. 


- - 


_ 


Killarnev - 


_ 


bridewell. 


- _ 


_ 


Listowel 


_ 




- _ 


_ 


Miltown 


_ 


bridewell. 


- - 


. 


Tarbert 


_ 


bridewell. 


Kilkenny 


- 


Kilkenny - 


_ 


county gaol. 


- - 


- 


Kilkenny 


_ 


city' gaol. 


- - 


_ 


1 liomastown 


- 


bridewell. 


King's County 


Tullamorc - 


_ 


county gaol. 


- _ 


_ 


Parsons! own 


_ 




Limerick 




Limerick 
Limerick - 


- 


comity gaol. 
cit,y gaol. 


- - 


_ 


Bruff - 


_ 


bridewell. 


- - 


_ 


Groom 


_ 


bridewell. 


- _ 


_ 


Glynn 


_ 


bridewell. 


- - 


_ 


Kilfinnan - 


_ 




i - _ 


_ 


Newcastle - 


* 




- - 


_ 


Ratlikeale - 


_ 


bridewell. 


Mavo 


- 


Castlebar - 


_ 


comity gaol. 


i — - 


- 


Balinrobe - 


_ 




Queen’s Co. 


Maryborough 


- 


county gaol. 


- - 


- 


Abbcyleix - 


- 


bridewell. 


- - 


_ ■ 


B orri s-in-Ossorv 


_ 




- - 


_ 


Slradbally - 


_ 


bridewell. 


Tipperary 




Clonmcll 


- 


comity gaol. 


- - 


- i 


Borrisikanc 


_ 




- _ 


_ 


Caller - 






- - 


- | 


Cashel 


_ 


bridewell. 


- _ 


- 


Clogheen 


_ 




- - 




Ncnagh 


_ 


bridewell. 


- - 




New Birmingham 




- - 


_ 


Newport 


_ 


bridewell. 


— - 


- 


Roscrea 


- 


bridewell. 


- - 


- 


Templcmore 


- 


bridewell. 


- - 


- 


I lnirlcs 


- 


bridewell. 


- - 


- 


Tipperary - 


_ 




| Waterford 


Waterford - 


- 


county gaol. 


- - 


- 


W aterford - 


- 


city gaol. 


- - 


- 


Waterford - 


- 




- - 


- 


Dungarvan - 


_ 


bridewell. 


- - 


- 


Lismore 


_ 




Wexford 


- 


Wexford 


_ 




- - 


- 


Enniscorthy 


- 


bridewell. 


- - 


- 


Gorev 


- 




- - 


- 


New Ross - 


_ 




Wicklow 


- 


Wicklow 


_ 




~ ~ 


_ 


Baltiuglass - 


" 1 


bridewell. 



Printed image digitised by the University of Southampton Library Digitisation Unit 




ON THE GAOLS, &c. OF IRELAND. 



49 



(C.) 

RETURN of Accommodation in the several County Gaols, 1835. 



NAME OF COUNTY. 


s •g 

|i 

■a* 


Highest Number. 


Number of 
Cells. 


Other Rooms 
with Beds. 


Number or Beas 
the Rooms. 


Total t .onhned m 
the Year, 
Debtors included. 


1 B 

i § 

P5 


OBSERVATIONS. 


Antrim - 


120 


1 55 


50 


10 l 


26 | 


705 


125 




Belfast - 


8l 


109 


36 


1 


4 


473 


108 




Armagh 


85 


110 


7 


35 


s? 


5H 


7 




Carlow - 


51 


72 


G2 


10 


30 


363 


21 




Cavan - 


120 


167 


74 


19 


43 


G13 


2 9 




Clare - 


176 


243 


73 


12 


3 G 


915 


34 




Cork - 


250 


357 


171 


84 


274 


1,545 


■58 




— City 


1C9 


216 


108 


14 


83 


1,134 


316 




Donegal 


103 


139 


85 


15 


21 


571 


g 3 




Dublin - 


10G 


‘54 


G7 


19 


26 


G80 


62 




Down - 


132 


170 


200 


1G 


32 


j 555 


45 




Fermanagh 


83 


114 


3 g 


10 


30 


1 470 


7 




Galway - 


155 


1 0 8 


83 


15 


41 


8Ga 


57 




— Town - 


37 


57 


39 


4 


12 


379 


120 




Kerry - 


J 57 


241 


79 


4 


12 


835 


143 




Kildare - 


05 


98 


Go 


12 


22 


348 


33 




Kilkenny 


121 


155 


48 


12 


61 


595 


91 




— City 


30 


5 g 


- - 


18 


33 


198 


2G 




King’s County 


122 ! 


187 


124 


G 


18 


759 


127 




Leitrim - 


80 


111 


81 


12 


27 


462 


26 




Limerick 


17 s 


23c 


111 


14 


42 


803 


35 




— City 


137 


194 


84 


18 


54 


1,307 


230 




Londonderry - 


80 


107 


179 


19 


47 


535 


33 




Longford 


73 


111 


73 


13 


31 


554 


10 




Louth - 


58 


72 


3i 


10 


22 


5H 


11 




Drogheda 


28 


51 


16 


4 


14 


324 


27 




Mayo - 


181 


235 


128 


33 


99 


1,218 


12 




Meath - 


95 


129 


88 


24 


Go 


463 


13 




Monaghan 


7 ° 


110 


75 


11 


3s 


429 


27 




Queen’s County 


141 


173 


75 


36 


121 


<>33 


52 




Roscommon - 


130 


177 


64 


19 


46 


630 


25 




Sligo - 


147 


193 


84 


17 


34 


776 


63 




Tipperary 


370 


532 


231 


10 


30 


>,879 


105 




Tyrone - 


112 


. 174 


67 


24 


46 


516 


18 




Waterford 


80 


104 


61 


9 


18 


439 


49 




— City 


24 


60 


14 


6 


12 


164 


17 




Westmeath - 


122 


1G1 


100 


7 


16 


638 


24 




Wexford 


73 


129 


+8 


14 


30 


396 


51 




Wicklow 


30 


41 


34 


2 


6 


208 


8 





118. 



G 
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(E.) 

COST of Subsistence, Fuel and Incidents in Bkideivells within the Year 1835. 



COUNTY. 


BRIDEWELL. 


for each 
Bridewefl. 


TOTAL 
Charge to 

COUNTY. 


COUNTY. 


BRIDEWELL. 


Charge 
for each 
Bridewell. 


TOTAL 
Charge to 
COUNTY. 


Antrim 


Antrim 
Ballymena - 
Ballymonev - 




£. S. d. 

9 2 9 
39 9 8 
19 13 - 


£. s. d. 


Leitrim 


Ballynamore 
Manor Hamilton - 


£. s. d. 
1 18 1 
G 13 1 


£. . 1 . d. 
8 11 2 












Limerick - 


Braff - 
Croom - 
Glvnn - 
Kilfinnan 
Newcastle 




Armagh 


Ballibot 
Lurgan 
Market Hill - 


- 


32 7 8 
1G 15 14 
11 13 G 


60 16 34 


17 5 2 
15 9 10 
7 12 41 
17 16 11 
17 18 2 




Cavan 


Baileborousrh 


_ 


11 14 3 




Rathlceale 


27 8 7 


103 11 -J 




Bailyeomiell 

Cootehill 




8 11 10 
1G - 2 




Londonderry 


Coleraine 
Magherafelt - 


33 13 3 
9 7 7 


Clare - 


Ennistymond 


_ 








Newton Limavady 


9 12 1 






Kilrus’h 

Six-mile-Bridge 
Tulla - - 




12 2 - 
8 7 5-’ 
17 5 G 




Louth 


Ardee - 


4 - - 


8 4 - 










47 2 10 


Mayo - I 

Monaghan 


B allinrobe 

Camckmacross 

Castleblancy 




Cork - 


Bandon 
Bantrv 
Castletown - 
Charleville - 
Clonakilty - 
Cove - 
Dunmanway 
Fc-rrnoy 
Kantuik 
Maeroom 
Mallow 
Middleton - 
Millstreet 
Miehelstown 
Roscarbeny 
Skibbereen - 




22 8 8 
14 3 9 
7 3 8 


14 3 11 ! 
33 15 1 


47 18 22 
27 9 9 

73 1 11 
14-2 






10 9 G 

11 14 2 
10 15 4 
10 4 5 , 
43 G 74 




Queen’s Co. 


Abbeyleix - 
Borns in-Ossory - 
StradbaUy * - 


10 S “ 

8 3- 

9 3 9 




I 


20 18 10 1 
17 - 3J ! 
37 4 11 
13 3 11 
7 10 4i 
19 2 -h 




Roscommon 


Atldone 
Boyle - 
C'astlerea 
Strokestown - 


22 18 11 
15 8 114 
14 17 8 
19 1G 4 




: 


11 12 111 
24 10 4 


281 9 101 

29 3 8 
G4 19 31 


Sligo 


Ballymote 


14-2 


Donegal 


Donegal 

Letterkenny 




10 7 9' 
18 15 101 


Tipperary - 


Borrisikanc - 
Cahir - 
Cashel - 


4G 17 7 
90 11 G 


Down 


Newiy 




C4 19 3j 




Clogheen 

Nenagh 

New Birmingham " 


15 8 4 
177 0 11 




Galway 


Ballinasloe 
Clifden 
Eyrc-court - 
Gort - 
Loughrea 




13 17 4 
38 10 91 
49 1G 6 
25 9 
44 17 9 




Newport 
Roscrea - 
Templemore 
Thurles 
Tipperary 


9 7 2J 
34 19 - 
53 2 2 
90 7 G 
50 19 -i 


G34 G 10 




Woodford - 




7 5 - 




Tyrone 


Clogher 

Strabanc 


12 12 24 
9 15 7 


Kerry 


Cahirsevc-en - 
Castie Island 
Dingle - 
Kenmare 
Killamey 
Listowel 
Milltown 
Tarbert 




22 1 10 

13 10 10 

14 4 5 
14 12 7 


206 a 0 












Waterford- 


Dungarvan - 
Lismore 


51 G - 
7 G 3i 






; 


23 14 8 
9 12 9 




Westmeath 


Moate - 


24 11 11 


24 11 11 






1G 2 21 




Wexford - 


Enniscorthy - 




Kilkenny - 


Thomastown 




7 18 10 






Gorey - 
New Ross 


9 G 8 
11 10 8 






— 


— 




„ 


- 
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